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JN order to "encourage among the members
a more friendly and intimate acquaintance :
to promote the intellectual culture of its
members: to secure concert of action, and advance the general interests of the I. S. N . U."
there was organized in Chicago fifty years
ago a Chicago I. S. N. U. Club.
Let us join with the Chicago club m the
celebration of its fiftieth anniversary.
Watch for further announcements.
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Contributing
II. THE FACULTY
by 'I{. W . Fairchild
glorious past, rich in accomplishments, Illinois
State Normal University continues to maintain an
enviable position among the colleges and universities of
the United States. The attainment of such a position has
not come as a result of unusual housing facilities or exceptional equipment. On the contrary, accomplishments
have been based upon the contributions made by faculties
of marked scholastic ability and unusual insight into the
problems of teacher education. Whether one looks at the
illustrious procession of those stalwarts of the educational
world who came this way, paused, made their significant
contributions to teacher education, and then passed on to
fields apparently more extensive and attractive in other
parts of the country, or whether one is impressed by those
who remained on the campus of I. S. N. U. and gave the
major portion of their lives to the development of young
men and women for the teaching profession, a tribute must
be paid to the personal touch and distinctive impressions
that buildings, materials, and equipment could never
produce.
Just as recognition will always be given and tribute paid
to those faculty members who have wrought so effectively
in the past, today we salute a faculty of which any university
could well be proud. In an analysis of probably the g reatest
of the contributing factors in the progress of Illinois State
Normal University it is a privilege to comment upon this
large group of co-workers of the present staff.
PreJe/11 S1aff IY/ork1 Under Handicap!
Not for the purpose of considering quality but for a
picture of the sheer growth of the instructional force, it
is interesting to note that a staff of 20 I members today
meets the needs of 1850 students as compared with a
faculty of six pioneers who in the beginning focused their
efforts upon sixty-six students. The staff members of the
earlier days were concerned very largely with instruction
without the distractions of sponsoring extra-curricular activities or working in the details of administrative problems.
Offices as such were unheard of, and one's classroom was
private property for any and all portions of the school clay.
H ow different today when sole possession of a classroom
for all of one's classes is but a dream from out of the past,
and when from two to eight persons are gathered together
in offices at the ends of corridors, in vestibules between
classrooms resembling pigeon-holes or catacombs. Working
under conditions where until recent years many of the staff
did not possess desks and office equipment, unless such
materials were their own private property, and under difficulties that make effective individual conferences almost
an impossibility, the present faculty have offset such handi-
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Editor's Note: This is the second of a series of four
articles written for the Alumni Quattcrly by President
Fairchild. In the November issue "The Student Body" was
the subjecc for discussion. In two forthcoming issues
"Buildings and Equipment" and "The Public Relations Program" will be presented.

Factors 1n the Progress of I. S. N. U.
caps and are providing contacts with students in and beyond
the classroom that are making definite and lasting impressions upon the hundreds of prospective teachers that graduate year after year.
Perhaps few, if any, colleges and universities in the

country show as much evidence of lack of demarcation
between staff members in the various phases of the university

program as does Illinois State Normal University. With
the college classes, campus training schools and off-campus
or affiliated student-teaching facilities, and the extension
program, one might expect classifications and distinctions
as are found in many institutions of higher education where
absence of a common interest and attack weakens the entire

institutional endeavor. Not so at Illinois State Normal
University. Too many staff members actually serve in the
various phases of the entire program or have an appreciation of the significance of the different units to make likely
the development of any barriers within the institution as
a whole.

scholastic ability, and success in teaching as revealed by
actual results. Unusual, however, is that institution that
possesses the rare combination of high scholastic attainment and marked teaching ability on the part of a goodly
per cent of its faculty. If there is any favorable relationship
between rapid strides in academic preparation and effective
instruction, a glance at the following table, prepared from
reports made to the American Association of Teachers
Colleges, showing facu lty academic attainments in 1931
and 1937, should be illumineting and highly significant.

Oocmr's degree or equivalent preparation
60 semester hours o( graduate scudy,
excluding persons listed above
Master's degree or equivalent preparation
Bachelor's drgrcc or equivalent preparation
Less than bachelor's degree
M .D. degree

1931

1937

14%

29.2%

10%

9.8%
59. 1%
1.3%

47%
21%
7%
1%

0

.6%

Personal anti Profeuional Q11alifications
The personal as well as the professional qualifications
of a facu lty must always receive consideration, and such
consideration has not been overlooked at I. S. N. U. It can
not be expected that in chronological age a faculty of a

There seems to be much evidence, even though of a
subjective nature, that the combination of scholastic ability
and successful instruction are present in large proportions
at I. S. N . U.

teacher-training institution can be recruited on the same

Almost one-hundred per cent of the faculty at Old
Normal brought to their present teaching positions a
rich and varied experience including public school teaching.
To augment such experience of the past a constant contact with public schools is maintained through actual visitation of schools of various types. The most effective teacher
education results from a first-hand knowledge of the field
for which one is educating teachers, and in this respect
the staff of I. S. N. U. holds a high rank with all members
participating in sud) a program of field contacts.
Growth of staff members, individually and as a group,
is always an indication of an alertness that produces results
so evident in faculty influence both inside and outside of
the classroom. Through membership in general and special
organ1zat1ons, attendance at conventions and participation
on programs the faculty of I. S. N. U . holds an enviable
position. As the largest college or university faculty in the
United States having a one-hundred per cent membership
in the National Education Association and with a response
of like extent in membership in the Illinois Education Associati_on,_ as w~II as e~tensive memberships in numerous organ,zattons m special fields, no one need question the
professional attitude and growth of this large group of
two hundred staff members. Contributions in their many
fields m the nature of books and articles have not been
lacking. During the past five years twenty-nine b~oks and
almost one hundred articles have come from a busy staff
as authors and co-authors of valuable literature in their
areas of special interest.
There may be less wonder and more understanding
as to why the faculty of Illinois State Normal University
is such an important contributing factor to the progress of
this outstanding institution when one analyzes the nature
and. activities of such a group,- a staff of which any administrator, student, or alumni may well be proud.

basis as would be possible in elementary or secondary
schools. Teacher education demands types of training and
experience that are accompanied by certain maturity in
terms of chronological age. When one realizes that considerable graduate work is demanded of those who seek
positions on the staff of a teacher-training institution and
that teaching experience in various levels of education is
not only desirable but generally obtainable, no surprise
should be occasioned when one finds that the present
median age of staff members at Illinois State Normal
University is forty-one years. Age in years is exceedingly
misleading for numerous indeed are the instances where
some persons are thirty years old while others are sixty
years young.
That elusive quality so difficult to explain which is commonly known as personality is evident in a marked degree
in the present staff as it must have been in the past where
the test has always been the exertion of a distinctive influence and the leaving of impressions beyond anything that
books and other materials of instruction could provide.
There never has been a time and doubtless there never
will come such a time when there will be any substitute for
personal influence. fortunate indeed are the students of
today, as well as have been those of the past, in contacts
with staff members.

Scho!aJJic All'1i11me111 and Ability
The quality of a teaching group should never be measured
completely in terms of academic training. Although it is
of interest to note the rapid strides in academic attainment
by Normal staff members as a basis for comparison with
standards of accrediting agencies or with other institutions,
one must not be misled into any belief that there is any hig h
degree of correlation between possession of degrees, or
t EBRUARY,
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01her Sig11ifica11/ Fae/ors

Who's Who Among Normal Alumni
As Lida Brown, Mrs. Lida Brown McMurry attended
Illinois State Normal University in the early seventies,
receiving a diploma from the university in 1874.
In 1878 she was married to William P. McMurry. Mrs.
McMurry is the mother of two sons, Fred Russell and Karl
Franklin.
From 1884 until 1891 Mrs. McMurry served as a primary
teacher in the Normal public schools; from 1891 until
1900 she was a primary critic in Normal University; and
from 1900 until 1917, Mrs. McMurry was a member of the
Northern Jllinois State Teachers College faculty.
As an author Mrs. McMurry is well known, having
written Cla.rsic Slorie.r for the Linle One.r; Robi111011 Cr11.roe
for Boys a11d Girls; (with Mrs. Agnes Cook Gale) Song,
of Mother and Child (collection); 01tr Lang11age Book;
Fifty Famom h1bles; Tell Me tt Slory; (with Dr. C.
Alphonso Smith) Smith-McM.mTy Language Series. Treetop a11d Meadow and S11mhi11e are two books of poems
for children compiled by Mrs. McMurry.

4

For the past ten years Mrs. Mc Murry has made her home
in Polo, Jllinois, where she has endeared herself to a large
part of the community by her active work in the Presbyterian Church, the Woman's Club, the Garden Club, and
the Halcyon Club- a literary clt,b.
A fitti ng tribute to Mrs. McMurry was written by Dr.
John W. Cook, the former p resident of Normal University
and the Northern Illinois State Teachers College, in the
yearbook published by the N orthern Teachers College in
1927:
Her insight, her remarkable technical skill, her
example, her ever indulgent kindness, her untiring
industry and boundless patience, her lofty conceptions of womanhood-all of these qualities, fused
into a unity of life by her ardent love for her
calling, has made the state that she has so faithfully served her debtor far beyond the possibility
of adequate reward.
THE ALUMNI QUARTERLY

IT

WAS my good fortune some time
ago to visit school libraries in more
than twenty cities in different parts of
the country. As one means of defining
the place of the library in the new
education, may I describe to you brieAy
some of the activities which I observed
in two of the libraries visited.
In one midwestern elementory
by William S.
school, I found a group of fifth-grade
children in the library. Everyone was
deeply absorbed in reading an interesting book which he had found on the
shelves. A study of the titles of these books showed that they
rep.resented a wide variety of interests. Some were stories of
adventure or heroism; others were accounts of people and
events of long ago; still others were descriptions of different
places, the beauties of nature, or the wonders of science.
At the conclusion of the period, more than half of the
pupils asked to take their books home with them. The
library thus served to expand and enrich the experiences
of the pupils, to give them a broad acquaintance with people
and events in other times and places, and to deepen i1o•

The Place of the Library
In the New Education

terest in reading .

The next class which came into the library brought their
geographies and note books with them. The pupi Is had
been studying about Africa and had learned that it has often
been called the dark continent. In attempting to find out
why it merited this name, they felt the need for more information. The library was the natural place to go for the
information that they needed. The teacher who accompanied
them, assisted by the librarian, helped the pupils secure
books which might aid them in solving their problem.
During the course of the library period, each pupil located
several passages which contributed relevant facts. Slips of
paper were inserted between the appropriate pages. At the
end of the period, each pupil withdrew those books which
he had found helpful for use in the class room the following day. The library in this case served as an invaluable
source of information in the study of interesting, challeng·
ing problems that had been discovered in the class room.
During a third period, a group of primary grade children
came to the library. The librarian had placed on a low reading table a number of very attractive pictures and story
books. After the pupils were comfor:nbly seated. she hePan
to read or tell them some very interesting stories. As she
read, she showed them the pictures which illustrated the
story she was telling and asked questions to see if they were
rightly interpreted. The chief aim of the librarian durin<?
this period was to promote hearty enjoyment of 1100d stories,
to stimulate interest in books as sources of pleasure, and to
stimulate interest in read•ng books independently.
During the hour and one-half spent in this library, th ree
of its important functions were illustrated, namely, to introFEBRUARY, 1938

Gray

duce young children to the pleasure to be derived from

books, to satisfy interests and curiosities of somewhat older
pupils, and to supply information essentiol in the solution
of study problems.
When I entered the main library room of a large high
school library in another city, one group was just leaving and
another was entering. I was greatly surprised by the large
number of pupils who came into the library, and I was
deeply impressed by their orderliness and by the rapidity
with which everyone secured the books which he needed and
settled down to work. The librarian told me that the library
extended beyond the room in which we were then observing
and occupied several large rooms that had been originally
used as so-called study hal Is. She also informed me that
eight hundred pupils had just left the library for their
classes and that over nine hundred had come in. The total
capacity of the library, which was entirely occupied during
certain hours of the day, was eleven hundred and fifty.
Through the use of blanks which I passed out to some of
the pupils, I learned that twenty-five per cent of them were

Or. William S. Gray

reading books, magazines, and newspapers which had nothing to do with their studies; more than fifty per cent were
using library materials in the study of assigned problems.
Slightly more than twenty per cent were studying mathematics, doing exercises in different texts, or engaging in
activities that required no library materials. As I studied
the situation carefully, I was impressed with the fact that
the library was truly the heart or center of this school, that
it provided opportunity for wholesome recreation, for extending and enriching experience while studying vital problems, and for learning from textbooks in an environment in
which supplementary or explanatory material could be
secured at any time.
If the foregoing descriptions have served their purpose,
they have suggested a series of questions: Why are school
libraries of such large importance today when two or three
generations ago there were very few even in the best
schools? Why do pupils need access to many books today
in the study of the problems arising in different school subjects or fields' Is it desirable that children spend a part
of their time while in school in reading for pleasure and
recreation' In other words, what is the place of the library
in an education designed to meet the demands of a new
age?
Let us first compare the practices in the traditional schools
with the needs for library facilities in a modern school. In
former decades, the work in each school subject, such as
history, geography, or science, was limited to a single text,
on the assumption that practically everything that children
needed to know in a given field could be thus provided.
The small amount of reading material available determined
both the methods of teaching used and many phases of
school organization. The recitation period was devoted
largely to re-ri1i11g what had been read. We are all fami liar
with this traditional classroom procedure. When the recitation was over, we went to our seats or to a study room
where we read and reread the lesson for the next day.
But the situation is different today. During recent years,
the amount of information available in different fields has
increased at a tremendous rate. In order to secure a reasonable understanding of contemporary life and to solve intelligently the personal and social problems which arise, children and adults need a wide range of information. Much of
this information cannot be secured directly. Most of it must
be secured indirectly as children and adults read widely
from the many interesting and informing books that are
now available. As a result, the textbooks used in both elementary and high schools are supplemented in well-equipped schools by much reference material and by many
illuminating books which are studied under guidance in the
class room or read independently in the library or at home.
Books at various levels of difficulty are also provided to
meet the needs of children who differ w idely in ability to
read. Furthermore, magazines and newspapers are provided
6

from which children acquire interest in current events and
in important social problems. To an increasing extent
teachers are developing cbssroom libraries for use during
recitation and supervised study periods. In addition, the
school library should provide a wealth of interesting, attractive reading material which may be used in the library,
in the class room, or at home, as occasion demands. The
public library, when one exists, is an even richer source of
reading material; and children should early learn of its
privileges and opportunities and should be trained to make
intelligent use of them. Without such resources, children
fail to sen1re those enriching and informing experiences so
essential in understanding the world in which they live.
Furthermore, they fail to acquire habits of independent
reading in content fields, which, according to former President Eliot of Harvard, are the best sources from which
wholesome reacling interests arise.
The increasing importance of the library during recent
years is the result also of the improved methods of teaching
that are characteristic of American elementary and secondary
schools today. As ·Supcrintendent Reed of Minneapolis has
pointed out, "history, geography, literature, and biology are
no longer subjects to be studied by means of a single textbook. The efficient teacher presents problems which call
for consultation with many authorities. Children are taught
to think and to form their own opinions on the basis of the
information and points of view which they receive from
different sources. They must weigh the information in one
book against the information in another. They must learn
to test this information for accuracy of statement and to
evaluate the statements made by different authors. This kind
of teaching is the very foundation of efficient thi·n king, and
efficient thinking is the chief purpose of education. Such
methods of teaching demand adequate library facilities.
Books, magazines, and supplementary materials such as
pictures, lantern slides, and pamphlets, must be available in
every elementary school. In fact, it is probable that the efficiency of the teaching of these subjects varies d irectly in
accordance with the wealth of such materials."
There is much evidence to support Superintendent Reed's
statement. T he new methods of teaching and of ·studying
have been adopted because they cultivate the independence,
initiative, and judgment• so essential in contemporary life.
They acquaint pup ils with valuable sources of information
and train them to interpret the facts secured so that their
value and significance are understood. T hey also develop
capacity to apply what pupils learn in the solution of challenging problems. The needs of the new age make it
imperative that the schools develop such habits as effectively
as possible.
The school librnry should not only enrich the curriculum
and train pupils to read and study effectively; it should also
extend and enrich the experiences of children during leisure
hours and promote permanent reading habits. Wide inTHE ALUMNI QUARTERLY

The I. S. N. U. library reading
rooms are crowded with srndents
ac all hours.

dependent reading is of primary importance for various
reasons, of which only three can be g iven hf re:

First, it is essential, if children gain even a
reasonable part of the informing and enriching
experience which they should acquire as they pass
through school.
Second, it initiates habits which should continue
throughout life. As Dorothy Canfield Fisher has
pointed out very forcefu lly, "We cannot acquire
an education in school. The best that schools can
do is to start the youth of today on the road to
self-education." This result cannot be achieved
without contact during school life with many interesting, informing books. One of the major
functions of the library, therefore, is to develop
interests and habits that wi II make education a
process that continues throughout life.
Third, wide reading is an essential recreational
activity, particularly in an age which promises
more leisure time for the great mass of our population. Some of the motives for such reading
have been describecl as follows: For fun or sheer
enjoyment, to satisfy natural and valuable interests and curiosities; to relive common everyday experiences such as are provided in LiIlle UVomen
or Tom Sawyer; to enjoy sudden changes and
sharp contrasts such as are provided in stories of
adventure and accounts of travel and peril like
Robin1011 Cr1r1oe, Arabian NighJJ, and Treasure
!Jland. The school library initiates pupils into
wholesome reading of this type and lays the
FEBRUARY, 1938

foundation for diversified recreational reading interests.
It should be clear by this time that the school library is
of primary importance in the education of children and
young people. It extends and enriches the experiences of
pupils; it provides the wide variety of information so
essential in securing an understanding of the world in which
we live; it aids in the solution of challenging problems
and broadens the interests and elevates the tastes of children during leisure hours. The library is also a source of
ideals and inspiration upon which character development
depends in part, and it provides a common culture so essential in a democracy.
As the American Library Association has pointed out, the
service of the library begins in its work with children. " For
them, it is the chief gateway to the world of books.
Through the well-directed story hour, through class and
ind ividual instruction in the use of books, through wise
and systematic advice, it incuicates the habit and love of
good reading." It supplements class instruction and the use
of a single text, and serves as a continuation school all
through jife. Through intelligent work with children, the
school library, and later the public library, has the power
ultimately to lift the thinking of a whole community to
higher levels.
If the schools of the country render the largest personal
and social service during the next few years, they must
maintain or develop adequate library service. One of the
most important contributions which parent-teacher associations can make in the near future is to lend their active
cooperation in the establishment and further development of
the library facilities in the schools which they represent.

On the Improvement
of Latin Instruction
by Katherine E. Carver

has produced a great crop of reformers.
T Therelasthasyearhardly
been a day when somebody hasn't

ductive textbooks for Latin students have retired to an
innocuous desuetude in attics, and to the shelves of the

wanted to improve something. We are glad that men show
this interest in their fellowmen, and especially in the education of the rising generation, although at times their zeal,
when turned to our improvement, seems a bit misdirected;
and too often their notion of cooperation, a favorite term
with the reformers, seems to mean finding something for
somebody else to operate.

Missouri Book Store.

HIS

I was, of course, taught to study Latin with a reader in
one hand and a Latin grammar in the other. I committed
the vocabulary to memory, recited the principal parts, memorized declensions, wrote synopses and conjugations by the
score, was forced to commit all the other pedagogical sins;
and I never dreamed that my health, physical, mental, or
moral, was being jeopardized.
I lived through my high school days and well-nigh
through college, before I so much as suspected that there
was any other way of doing things. But when I began to
teach, the educational world was all agog over inductive and
deductive methods. Sponsored by the very original and
vigorous first president of the University of Chicago, there
was soon on the market, a series of Latin textbooks, based
on the inductive method.

Some twenty years or so ago an Englishman, M r. W.
H. D. Rouse, in an English school for boys proclaimed that
he was having remarkable success teaching Latin by what
he called the direct method. These boys, who began to
study Latin at the age of eight or nine, were being taught,
he said, as if Latin were a living language. Latin was
actually used in the class room as a means of communica•

tion. Simple sentences and easy stories were used, carefully
graded reading material was furnished in great abundance.
It was a much more natural method of approach than that
furnished by the inductive method.
But the intellectual content of the stories read by English
boys of eight or nine was entirely unsuited to sophisticated
Young America of fourteen. Furthermore, the direct method
took too much time. Like the inductive method it required
especially trained and especially gifted teachers. It too has
passed into the limbo of forgotten fads and fancies. But
it did not pass without leaving a permanent contribution.
The little stories, made a bit more mature for older children,
are a part of the heritage it has left. So too, is the idea that
Latin may be spoken.

The innocent and unsuspecting freshman, just setting out

I think that the next experiment which came my way and

on his long journey over the Via Latina, was g iven for his

which promised to revitalize our teaching was the Latin

first lesson the first sentence of that famous classic for children, that Horatio Alger book for boys, the immortal Caesar's Commentaries on the Gallic War. Word by word, almost letter by letter, he was taken through this one sentence,
and succeeding sentences, by a patient and perspiring
teacher, with the help of copious notes at the bottom of the
page. In the spirit of the truly scientific investigator he
made up his own vocabulary, gradually built up his own
declensions and conjugations, learned by experience the
functions of case, mood, voice. It was a sort of back-tonature movement. The Roman boy, said the theorists,
learned Latin in this way- by using it, not by learning rules
about it. They forgot entirely that the Roman boy heard .
Latin, and nothing but Latin, every waking hour of every

exhibit. We suddenly discovered, under the guidance of
Miss Sabin, that we had Latin all about us. We heard it,

day, that he learned the use of nominative or accusative in

quite a natural way. But the American boy's situation was
quite different. And so, in spite of their remarkable vogues,
and the fine results obtained by skillful teachers, the in-

we saw it. we ate it almost. We threw ourselves into a reg•

ular orgy of collecting and pasting. I myself covered some
seventy sheets of bristol board, full sized, with- well, you
know what. Once started the possibilities of the Latin
exhibit are illimitable. All this was well enough; it did call
attention to the Latin heritage in modern life, some of it
does belong to the Latin class room. But it isn't Latin; and
I suspect that many a young student, and young teacher too,
has been led to put a wrong emphasis upon what is, after
all, only a side show.
If we could only learn the truth of Horace's maxim, the
1111rea mediocrilas, and not p lunge up to our necks into
every new thing that somebody else proposes!
Most radical of all patent methods has been the so-called
reading method. Here grammar has absolutely disappeared,
gone with the wind. Not a trace of it is left, not a nominative, not an accusative. not a mood or a tense. Page after

From an address delivered at a meeting of the Iltinois
latin Conference jn Chicago. December 11~ 1937.
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page of incipiently easy made Latin is read. Pupils, I understand, have no home work. There are no assigned lessons.
THE ALUMNI QUARTERLY

They read for an hour a day with the teacher and. then
avidly devour the simple stones lymg handy fo~ them
the
school library. I got a set of these books for sight read mg;
and I think that my pupils d id learn vocabulary by usmg 1t,
and that they did acquire the ability to read the Latm, such
as it was, as Latin. But I do not see how the attention of
a class could be held long if fed on that pabulum for steady
diet. ..Kindergarte n stuff" one of our boys called it.
The most ambitious and effective attempt to improve
Latin instruction has been, of course, the work of the Committee on the Classical Investigation. Its report had a farreaching influence upon the type of new books which have
come out since its publication, and upon our methods. I
sometimes think that the long list of ultimate objectives
made us seem a bit rid iculous and tended to obscure the
primary objective, and that young teachers, have, like Yankee Doodle, failed to see the town for the people's houses.
I am convinced that if we can have Latin students for only
two years, the most valuable thing we can give them, even
if it isn't an objective, will be some conception of the orderliness of language, of the definite relations of words to each
other in a sentence, Latin or Eng lish, of the accurate meaning of words, especially of English words derived from
Latin.
Indeed, I have great respect for the work of the Classical
Investigation . The young teacher will do well to make
Part One of its General Report a vade mec11111. It contains
much sound advice and much good sense.
Does it not seem that we have been trying to improve
Latin instruction ?
Meanwhile what else has been happening to our schools?
First the natural sciences, quite rightly, claimed a place, of
equal honor, with the old classical subjects. It wasn't long
before they g rew bumptious and attempted to hog the situation. In their wake followed the practical application of

m

these sciences, manual training and the domestic arts, busi-

ness education, physical education, athletics with all the
sports, music, the glee clubs, the operetta, dramatics and the
class plays, the school paper. H igh school and college reflect
the wild merry-go-round of modern life...H ow sad and bad
and mad it is. But then how it is sweet... And so Gregg
has driven out Greek; swift-footed, noble Achilles has not
been able to keep the pace set by the tap-dancer; the sewingmachine and the potato-masher have routed the Roman
legions; no longer do the gods geometrize, they use an
adding machine.
Is it possible, now, after so much has been done, that
there is still room for improvement! Apparently, yes. I
have only a few suggestions to make, and I fear that they
will seem reactionary. My work in a training school has
convinced me that several things would help.
I. I know that in spite of the fact that I am known as
a crank on Latin grammar and am suspected of teaching
little else, the young person who goes forth from my class
needs a more i111h11ale knowledge of that very grammar. It
is surprising and amazing how the very best student in a
seni.or college class can slip up on the little things when he
begms to teach. I have not been able to convince the authorities that this is necessary, but I should like to give my
students, before they go from me, a thorough review of
these httle thmgs; I should like for them to have some
place where they could read/age after page of easy Latin
sentences, where they woul have to frame simple oral
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sentences, question and answer, train their tongues and their
ears as well as their eyes.
II. Suppose now I had this perfectly trained young person in my senior class. She would probably be prepared to
teach one or two other subjects, although I don't see how
she has managed it with all the required subjects in general
culture and education which she has been taking . Can she
or I be sure that she will get the position for which she has
prepared ? Assuredly not. I don't suppose it could be managed, but I wish we could have some kind of clearing house
to which all vacancies would be reported, where they would
be classified and allotted to p roper candidates. I nearly
stand on my head sometimes during that vernal scramble
for positions, when some curly-pated, red-cheeked, empty•
headed young thing lands the first job. This is where the
personal charm of Helen of T roy counts.
III. At last my favorite student gets a position. I don't
know how she managed it, for she has a few A's. Being
inexperienced she goes to a small high school where she has
only two classes in Latin. She is lucky if her other classes
are in her other chosen fields. I know one young woman
who in her first year is making six preparations for six different classes daily, who is a class sponsor and has put on a
class play. This is where she needs the physical endurance
of H ercules. It seems to me that every student I send out
puts on a class play. Never since the Roman Empire was
hastening to its fall and our indignant poet complained that
the populace cared for nothing but bread and the circus, has
a people been so interested in relief and amusement as are
we.
IV. There are, especially in the smaller unaccredited
high schools, too many utterly unprerared teachers. In the
State of Illinois this is the result o the certificating law,
which has not been changed, with regard to Latin at least,
since the days when high school Latin meant four years of
Latin. T he law provides that Latin may be taught by anyone
who has had in college, two years beyond high school. And
that may mean two years beyond the high school sophomore
year. The certificating law needs to be changed.
Fifth and last. I wish that somehow we could get it into
the heads of administrators that scholarship matters; that a
few things honestly and thoroughly learned may constitute
an education, but that forty things merely nibbled at are not

culture, not education, not worth while. I do not want to

drop any of our subjects from the curriculum. I want high
school to provide some place where every boy can find some
things he loves to do. But I do not think that all ought to
get a little of everything.
To sum it all up we shall have better instruction when
we have well-prepared teachers, doing the work they want
to do ; when we have pupils taking fewer subjects suited to
their tastes and intelligences ; when enlightened ad minis-

trato rs overwork neither teacher nor pupil; w hen teachers

respect each other and each other's work and cease to belittle what they do not understand in an obvious attempt to
advertise themselves.
I have not been, you see, much interested in improving
the work of the older and experienced teachers. They know
how to adopt and adapt to their own uses suggestions that
come from other sources. I am interested in improving
the preparation and the teaching conditions of young
teachers, the teachers of tomorrow. At present I think the
cards are stacked against them.
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AROUND
Medal Winner

an enrollment limit of 1850 set by the Normal
D ESPITE
School Board in 1935, Normal University holds second place in size among the teacher-training instituiions of
the country. In first place for the past three years, I.S.N.U.
has now surrendered top place to the North Texas State
Teachers College. Iowa State Teachers College ranks third.

Greenhouse Completed

Shrubbery, palms, and
plants were transfered from
the old greenhouse to the new struc:'lire during the first
week in December when the new greenhouse,constructed at
an approximate cost of $25,000, was completed. The plants
in the greenhouse will be used chiefly by the superintendent
of grounds of the university in beautifying the campus.

Annual Round-Up

Luncheon speaker at the fifth
annual Administrative Round-Up
December 4 was Dr. Raymond A. Kent, president of the
University of Louisville. At eight sectional meetings for
school administrators, questions centering around the general conference theme, The Improvement of Instruction,
were discussed. Round table groups on Visual Education
and The Public School Library were conducted by Professor
Clarence L. Cross and Miss Eleanor Welch. Dr. R. U.
Gooding acted as general arrangements chairman.

Sports Banquet

As a result of the tie for first-place
honors won by the Redbird footba ll
team this fall , twenty-four gold footballs were presented
to members of the squad at the fall sports banquet. Nine
of the m~n were seniors. Letter winners in cross country
also received gold emblems signifying their conference
victory.
T he Carter Harris cup, given by Carter Harris and
awarded annually to the player selected by his teammates as
the most valuable player on the football team, went to
Lavern Christensen, co-captain the past season.
Burton Ingwerson, Northwestern line coach, was the
banquet speaker.

Student Teaching

Student teaching facilities at
Normal University have been enlarged t91is year to enable the 564 students who haxe expressed their intentions to graduate the necessary classroom
experience. Now providing an opportunity for student
instruction at I. S. N. U. are the campus elementary school
and high school, the Children's School, live rural schools,
the Towanda Public Schools, and some neighboring public
schools.

W illiam T. Ives of Wapella, Illinois, the son of Mrs. R11th Seo/I
Ives (diploma 1913), was awarded the Holbert medal at
a banquet sponsored by the I. S. N. U. chapter of Alpha
Tau Alpha, national agriculture fraternity, on December 9.
Holbert medals have been awarded annually for ten
years by Dr. James R. H olbert, formerly with the United
States Department of Agriculture, to the Normal student
making the best record in four phases of agriculture work.
Mr. Ives is a sophomore at I. S. N. U.
Medal winners in other years have been Milton Mathew
(1928) , Kenton Kendall (1929), Marvin Nicol (1930),
William Kufuss (1931), Ralph Whitmar ( 1932), Ferdinand Basting (193), Lawrence Hastings (1934, Karl Mays
(1935), William Lubben (1936).

Women's Athletics

Archery, baseball, basketball,
bowling, golf, hockey, outings,
recreational games, soccer, swimming, tapping, social dancing, tennis, tumbling, volleyball, and lacrosse are all activities offered Normal women. Miss Esther Hune, general
faculty adviser, is assisted by student heads appointed for
each activity by the Women's Athletic Association.
The W.A.A. members plan to start construction of a
cabin at Lake Bloomington next summer.

Debate Tournament

Ninety-seven debate teams representing eighteen colleges
and universities participated in the sixth annual Invitational
Debate Tournament on the Normal campus, January 14
and I 5.
Western State Teachers College of Michigan ranked
highest in the first division; Wheaton College ranked first
in the second division; and a Southern Illinois State Normal
University debater received highest honor in individual
ratings.

Sing Messiah

A group of 250 I. S. N . U. musicians
representing four campus groups,
trained by Professor Westhoff, sang the MeJSiah by Handel
in December. The chorus was invited by the Philharmonic
Society of Bloomington to join them in singing the oratorio
at the Bloomington Consistory and also appeared before two
student assemblies on the campus.

Debate Trips

Four debate trips for Normal teams
were scheduled for February and
March. On February 12 the women debaters traveled to
Charleston, Illinois. University teams will also debate at
the Whitewater Normal School, Whitewater, W isconsin;
at Manchester College, North Manchester, Indiana; and at
the University of Iowa.

Corn Show

The agriculture department sponsored its
tenth annual Corn Show in Cook Hall
February 17-1_9. Corn and small grain exhibits were open
to farmers, high school and Normal students. The judgmg contest was open to all visitors. An illustrated lecture
on corn by Dr. Earl Sieveking was a special attraction
this year.
THE ALUMNI QUARTER LY

the CLOCK at NORMAL
Little Nineteen

The twenty-nine year old Little
Nineteen Conference, of which

Illinois State Normal University is a member, is now composed of eleven schools-St. Viator, Carthage, Elmhurst,
Eureka, Shurtleff, McKendree, and the five Illinois teachers
colleges- the other colleges that were members having
seceded from its ranks and having formed the new Illinois
College Conference. On May 2 l Normal will be host to
the eleven colleges participating in the Little Nineteen
Track Meet and golf and tennis tournaments.

Blackfriars

lwomni" was the title of the Blackfriar's

annual show this winter written by
Milton Allison, Normal student. The role of Professor
Twitch played by Paul Hudelson and the Friar chorus and
orchestra were particularly outstanding.

Jesters

The 117 omen Have Their IIYay was the play
given by the Jesters January 2 l and 22. One

of the members of the cast, Emma Weaver, a student from

Danvers, Illinois, was in an automobile accident while on
her way to Capen Auditorirnn; and her part was taken at
the last m inute by Margaret Parret, who in spite of her

blond hair played the role of a Spanish woman very
creditably.

Field Bulletin

Published twice each semester will be
a new field service bulletin of the
university to be mailed to school administrators. The Publications Committee have selected the "Role of Books in
Education" as the theme of the first issue.

Wrestling, in charge of Coach Gene Hill,
has been an intercollegiate sport at Normal
for five years. I. S. N. U. has won four of the six matches
scheduled this win!er, losing to the University of Illinois

Wrestling

and winning over Purdue, Bradley, and Wheaton.

Basketball
.

Normal compiled an enviable record in
its non-conference games, winning eight

out of none contests. In conference play the Red Birds have
not been so fortunate, having been defeated by Macomb
and St. Viator. Both teams, however, play return games in
the McCormick Gymnasium this week, and if Normal wins
the Birds arc assured of second place in the conference.

Band Concerts

The University Band, now composed of ninety-three pieces and directed by Leo J. Dvorak, has presented concerts before the
Normal student body and school groups in Bloomington.
On Mar~h 3 111:embers of the organization will give five
concerts m Peoria.

Redbird Tour

Members of the thirteenth annual Red.
bird Geography Tour will travel approximately 8,500 miles through western United States,
Canada, and Mex1Co next summer. The enrollment for this
class on wheels is limited to forty students.
FEBRUARY,
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Wright-Phil Contest

One point was the margin. by
which Philadelphia won the
annual contest Friday, January 14. In the debate and in the
vocal and reading events Phil representatives were victor-

ious; Wrightonians, in the oration, extempore, and piano
contests.

Max Chiddix, one of the Phi l debaters, is the son of
/\'lr.r. Joh11 Chiddix (diploma 1927) who took part in. the
annu:d contest when a stll(lent; and Margaret Parret, Phil
reader, is the daughter of Mrs. E. K. Parret who as Ma)'

ll"'ier111a11 (1894-1895) represented Philadelphia when attending the university.
Total number of contests won by Philadelphia to date,
forty; total number won by Wrightonia, thirty-four; total
number of ties, three.
New courses will be added to the
summer school curriculum this year
which will enable I. S. N. U . students and teachers in
service to prepare for the teaching of safety in high schools.
Conducted by Professor Adams will be a course in general
safety; Professor Dragoo will teach a class in traffic safety.
Scouting, Visual Education, Community Organization for
Leisure are allied subjects to be taught. The State Highway
Department has indicated that there are 350 high schools
in Illinois desiring teachers prepared to teach courses in
safety to high school students next fall. Cooperating with
the university in making arrangements for these courses are
the National Safety Council, the Illinois State Highway
Department, other state and national agencies interested in
the problems of safety, and the Studebaker Corporation of
America that will turnish an automobile for class use.
Other universities· offering courses in safety are Ohio
State University, the Pennsylvania State College, the University of Kentucky, Rutgers University, the State College
of Washington, the University of Maryland, Springfield
College, A. and M. College of Texas, Kent State University,
the University of Alabama, the University of South Carolina, and Texas Technological College.

Safety Courses

The College Review

The College Review is the
name of a new literary magazine now published containing material written by Normal
students. The first issu.e of the magazine was financed by
The Videlle; the second number will appear sometime in
May. John Dohm, student editor, served as Vidette editor
in 1936-193 7.

Normal-Wesleyan Following the close of the basketball season a year ago further
athletic contests between the two ancient rivals were banned
indefinitely. A conference attended recently by representatives from I. S. N. U. and the neighbor to the south
resulted in opening the way for the coaches and athletic
directors to again schedule contests in all sports when
possible, beginning with the spring sports this year.

Some Suggestions for
Initiating a Guidance Program
by V. M. H ouston
HERE arc, in the main, th ree viewpoints with respect to the most effective g uidance organization: the first viewpoint holds that all guidance work should
be done by specialists, that teachers lack
both ability and interest in guidance wo rk;

T

the second insists that since rapport, i.e.,
a harmonious relationship, is so essential
to effective guidance work, it should be
performed by the classroom teacher, because she is the one who is likely to be
best acquainted with the strengths and
limitations o f the individual pupil; the
third viewpoint, which is gaining adherents of late, urges that guidance be
performed by the teacher who knows the
individual child, but that it cannot be
maximally effective unless teachers receive
the help of persons who have expert
training in the field .
'Regardless of which of the three above
viewpoints is adopted by any particular
schoo l, it is highly essential that extreme
care be given to the principles underlying the organization of the guidance
program. T his is necessary in ord er that
guidance activities may secure the unqualified support of a large enough
proportion of the faculty to insure the
success of the venture. To neglect th is
preliminary work is to doom the progrnm
to almost certain fai lure. The prevalence
of this error in initiating guidance activities has given rise to the claim in certain
quarte rs that "guidance is hocus-pocus"
or that .. the homeroom (or whatever the
prevailing guidance agency might have
been) is a failure." Guidance is not a
program or a system o f activities sepa rate
and apart from the instructional work of
the school, nor is it anything else that is
imposed upon the chi ld by the school.
Guidance does involve many specific activities, certain more or less scientific techniques, a viewpoint, and a methodology,
but it is inextricably interwoven with the
instructional process. For this reason
teachers must understand and share the
purposes of all guidance work. Rosecrance has stated that "Probably more
attempts to organize a gu idance program
have failed because teachers h ave not been
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carefu lly o r fully informed of the purposes
of the work than from any other :.in~lc
causc." 1
The underlying p rincip les of a g uidance
organization, in com mon with all other
changes in the policy of the school, arc
more permanent and enlist greater support
if developed cooperatively by the entire
faculty, under the leadership of the administrative head of the school. If the faculty
is to develop a constructive and vital
program of guidance it must take into account local needs as well as a viewpoint
of education compatible with democratic
processes. In proposing certain unde rlying principles for guidance, Dr. Strang 2
suggests, among others: a survey of local
needs, a thorough understanding of the
program by every teacher, a program that
will encourage every child , provisions for
transferring information to all teachers
who can use it, th e unification of guidance
efforts, and much indirect guidance.
Many administratOrS who attempt to initiate a program of guidance encounter on
the part of the faculty not only a total
lack of interest in guidance activities but
even a hostility toward what is regarded
as an innovation consisting only of extraneous details a nd tiresome record keeping. Unfortunately, too many of these
teachers are correc t in their app rais.i l.
This means that the administrative head
who would establish an effective program
of guidance must move slowly, launch the
program with as much momentum as possible, and do everything possible to in sure the success of the e ntire enterprise.
The following steps are p roposed as
means for securing a guidance program.
First, there should be developed by the
faculty as a wh ole:a philosophy of education based upoll the funct ion of the
school in a democratiG soci~Y. and upon
the needs and inter-ests of the student s in
the lqcal sch ool. 1
The' faculty cann ot know the needs and
intere$ts in the local schoo l without first
studyii,g conditions in the local community. and the mobility of our population today demands that this study reach

beyond the boundaries of the local school
district. This study o f social needs and
of the inte rests of the stud ents constitutes
the second step in a cooperatively develop•
ed program of guidance.
The third step consists of nrriving at
the point where the faculty is ready to
ask, and answer for itself the question:
What adjustments, activities, :tnd services,
should our school adopt in o rder to help
us meet the needs and interests of children and yet not neglect the necessary demands of society? When a faculty has
adopted this viewpoint it is guidancemindcd, and that is much more important
than the administrative Sl't-up th,lt will be
developed.
The fourth step consists of organizing
the faculty into commi ttees 10 study and
report upon significant practices in other
schools and upon the elements commonly
accepted as essential to constructive guidance, namely, testing programs; home visits ; school records and reports; local community problems; the plan to be usedhome morn , counseling perio d, class adviser, etc.; services to be performed;
and the qualifications o f the ,:;:uidance
director, if one is to be employed.
It is better to proceed slowly and develop a program that will continue to
grow in interest, scope, and results, than
w begin abruptly .ind meet fai lure. The
failure of .in educational innovation
a lways results i!l retrenchment below the
level of accomplishment existing prior to
the attempted innovation.
The administrative head o f the school
should begin with onl}• those teachers
who vo lunteer. He may have the ''right ..
to demand the "cooperation" of every
member of the staff, b ut he is concerned
with getting successful guidance activities
initiated in the schoo l and that cannot
be done by compu lsion. Generous cred it
should be given for successful work.
Self-analysis on the part of each teacher
should be e ncouraged~ and of course, the
administrative head wil l set a good example in this respect. Prin ted materials
should be prov ided and advanced professional training encouragetl. And since
guidance still lacks scientific techniques,
which all members of the profession are
hoping it will event4ally develop, the
attitude of the learner must characterize
every member of the faculty who is cooperating in the project of initiating the
g uidance program.
l F.

C.

R◊~<.rancc.

..Orit:mizinit Guidance

for the Larger School Syitcm." VO<".\tional Guidance Magiu:ine, IX (M~rch. 1931). 2-16.

2 Rmh Str;mg. The Role of the Teacher in
Personnel Work, 19H, pp. H·H.

THE A L UM N I QUARTE RLY

THE VlDETIE, student newspaper .at
Old Normal, celebrates this year its
fiftieth birthday.
Alumni who controlled the destinies of
the paper while students on the Norm~l
campus, therefore, were asked to tell their
class mates what the years have brought
for th and tn ~encl a word of greet ing to

the present Vidcne staff.

1892

THE VIDETTE du,ing_ the time
of my connection with tt. w:ts but
a small voice crying in a large_wilderness.
Let us hope that it d id something towards
straightening out the crooked paths and
in preparing the way for . a la rger ar:id
better Vidette. (Io that ancient day while
it contained fewer words they were corre~tlla!~e~~f;~ed fifty years of service .as
teacher and superintendent _of school~, •~·
duding seven years in the Ea.stern Ilhnois
Normal School and twenty-eight years as
superintendent of public inst~~-iG." Blair
Springfield, Il linois

1893

Among my most enjoyable duties
at the I. S. N . U. was that of
editing THE VIDETTE.
.
Colorado has been my home since my
graduation. My first teaching experience
was in a sod schoolhouse. I was elected
superintendent of cou~ty sd~o_ols in 18~5;
reelected and held this pos1t10n for nmc
years. I was a member of the si xteenth
\rnd eighteenth genera l assemblies of the
Colorado k-gislature. I have been cattle
ranching for ()ver thirty years and prcsiHcnt of the First National Bank of Julesburg for about the same length of time.
Greetings to all of the alumni.
. - Cuthbert E Parker
Julesburg, Colorado

1895

Hcce's my "Jug." Editu, of THE
VIDETTE, 189)-1896. Left Nu,mal Ju ne 1897, a few credits short of
graduation. 1897-1901, in Rush Medical
CoJlege. 1901-1903, intt=rn Cook County
Hospital. For more than thirty years,
excepting for a few sojourns abroad-a
surgeon in Milwaukee.
Shall be greatl y pleased to welcome any
I. S. N. U. alumni or alumnae who chance
to pass this way.
- Chester M. Echols
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1896 Pecsonalli•- 1897 was a banne.yc;u for l w,1s given the coveted
diploma, I began administrative work in
education. l nrnrric:d and am still working
under the banner of all three as issued
in 1hat year. Since 1919 I lrnve been in
the ed ucation department of Massachusetts
State College and since I 923 have been
its head. Now in 1938 l am starting on
my scco11d fortieth of teaching years.
Ponce de Leon cou ld n"t find the Fountain
of Youth in Florida. I discovered it long
n.cto in my schoo l room.
For the current Vidette editor and successors: That year of Vidette responsibility has stood me in good stead as much
as any o ne thing I have done-ei ther before or since. If the chance comes to you
- take it. To alumni: I have met people
from many institutions in the years since
r!H\RUARY,
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Congratulations
to The Vidette
by Its Editors
1897. 1 am stilJ proud to be marked educationally with the I. S. N. U. stamp.
It doesn't fade o r wear off, and there is
never need to be ashamed of it.
-W. S. Welles
Amherst, Massachusetts

~:~:"::.if it:•

01
189 7 ( 1
o::~e a d:c:~~
greetings! For the last few years I have
dwelt and practiced medicine in Oakland,
California.
It is just forty years since I had the
honor and pleasure to edit TH E
VIDETTE; and
"Presentiment, that long shadow on the
grass,
Indicates that suns go down,"
indicating to me that should you and I
now meet, all concerned would notice
great personal change~ and why n~t? For
instance, this happens to be my s1xty•first
birthday.
.
I wish you for the future much happ1·
ness and reasonable prosperity; indeed,
without a modicum of the latter I doubt
the former to be a possibility. That
"happiest man in the Kingdom" who "h ad
no sh irt" lived a long time ago.
- Walter F. Pike
Oakland, California

1898

It was what some people called
psychic that I should receive you r
letter the same d ay that I mentioned THE
VIDETTE for the first time in, probably,
thirty years. I was telling some of the
girls in my school about THE VIDETTE.
I have a priva te school ih Seattle with
1 ~O of the nicest youngsters you could
meet. I don't know how' many alumni
will receive the Quarterly who date back
to my day. Please give 111y greetings to
a ll the old-timers.
- H elen Taylor Bush
Seattle, Washington

1901

Yes, I was editu, of THE
VIDETTE mao.y yea rs ago but did
nol consider it a misfQrtune on my part,
though it might hflve· been on the part of
T H E VIDETTE. I didn"t do a vecy good
job as I had too many irons in the fire.
Since that ,time I haYe gone through the
University of Illinois, and also through
the graduate schoo l. I was farm adviser
of Champaign County for ten years and
am now in my elevent h year at Western
Illino is State Teachers College, teaching
agriculture. I enjoy the work here very
much.
-C. H. Oathout
Macomb, Illinois

1903 I am now lawyer and corporation
counsel for the City o f Edwardsville, Illinois, a member o f the law firm
of Hiles and Newell.
I have a wife, Julia A. Hiles, and one
daughter, Marguerite Hiles, who is a stu•
dent at Illinois Wesleyan.
-Perry H . Hiles
Edwardsville, Illinois
1904 I think you must have misquoted
when you said I had the misfortune to have been editor of THE
VIDETTE. It was THE VIDETTE'S misfortune. In fact, it nearly died from the
experience. I am rather surprised that it
has lived for thirty odd years since. J'II
say congratulations to THE VIDETTE.
As for myself, my two brothers and I
are proprietors of a jewelry, music, and
electrical appliance store. We began in
1911 and are now among the old-timers
here. I am, and have been for the past
two years, treasurer of the Sycamore Community Credit Union.
- Ira W. Wetzel
Sycamore, Illinois
1907 Doing THE VIDETTE was fun . . I
remember reading the proof in the
old general assembly when the general
exercises were in full swing.
Good wishes always for the development of I. S. N. U.
- Essie Chamberlain
Oak Park and River Forest
Towng1!k

f!a~f~ I~t~~~!

1909

Gceetings from the editor o f 19091910. It was dunng that year that
THE VIDETTE style was changed from
a magazine to a newspaper form of eight
pages. President F~lmley's_ coopera,tion
was invaluable to an 1nexpenenced editor.
Although his contributions contained such
words as offis for office, we wisely held
the blue pencil in check. Subscription was
optional and income small; but with the
help of a good business manager ( Loren
Curry) and the advertising of willing
merchants, our year was financially sue•
cessful.
The editor's acceptance o f a position
during the spring necessitated the board's
selection of a successor. Arthur Deweese
had given invaluable assistance and so was
elected to complete the year. The editor
and her successor were married in 1913.
They we re the parents of three children,
one of whom is at present a student at
(Continued on page 20)
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A School Teacher Visits the Orient:
by Margaret K. Peters
good ship President Grant, carrying the University
T
of Washington's Oriental study groups sidled from its
moorings amid waving handerchiefs and clicking cameras.
HE

From the ship's upper deck to the dock below there was a
perfect lattice work of serpentine.
The majority of our particular party were school teachers
like myself. As a matter of fact, most of the passengers on
the boat were school teachers. It wasn't at all surprising,
then, to hear the chief steward inform a lady passenger,
when she asked for a reservation at a table where there
were 110 school teachers, that it would be impossible to find
such a table.
Upon investigation, we found that Japan was sponsoring
the World Conference on Education in Tokyo the latter
part of July. Hundreds of teachers from all over the
United States were going to Japan, for the conference was
to be a symposium on International Peace. The idea
sounded worth while, and many of us immediately set about
making rese~~ati?ns and arrangements to return to Tokyo

from the _Ph,Jippme Islands, the southernmost point of our
tour, in time for the conference. The culmination of these
plans would have added, no doubt, to our delightful visit
to the Orient; but since Japan decided to carry on a war at
the same tir:ne tha~ she :"as holding an interesting peace
conference, it was impossible for any party to stick to time
schedules and specific itineraries. Most of our group, therefore, attended the conference vicariously; and, many times,
we refused to be convinced on many points of a political
and educational nature brought to us by those who had gone
to the Orient especially to attend a peace conference!
After following logs and reports of various kinds, and
exhaustrn,g all facil_ities for eating, drinking, and recreational activities, we disembarked at Yokohoma the thirteenth
day out of Seattle. Before the harbour lights of that port
were scarcely visible, everyone was thrilled with the thoughts
of what he expected to see in the Orient. From the more
naive members of our pa!ty, a. smalJ group was appointed
to search for people wearing kimonos and stilted footwear.
The Ea~terners would have considered, we supposed, native
dress impossible after having been exposed to western
styles.. Hadn't they recognized the superiority of western
industrial and econom1c practices? It was soon apparent,
however, that these people had not been as gullible as we
Amencans suspected; and they had plenty to offer ,,,, if
we wished to learn.
In every Japanese city and resort, we were greeted by a
veritable fashion show of Oriental dress. The Japanese
women are ravishing with their jct black hair arranged
handsomely on. their heads, w~aring kimonos of exguisite
colors and designs, and carrying parasols of contrasting
shades. Many of the women do wear western clothes, but
they are much better looking in their kimonos. On the other
hand, the men wear either dress well; but they prefer their
native costumes; and if it is necessary for them to wear
wester~ clothes while _w_orking, they will change to kimonos
1mmed1ately upon arriving home in the evening.
And what a shining e~ample in courtesy and graciousness
14

the men and women of Japan offer I Never are they too
hurried to offer profound apologies to each other when they
are JOstled together, and an apology always carries with it a
generous bow at the waist.
In addition to being very much concerned about his
neighbor, everyone seems to be working for the same person
and toward the same end. It is the Emperor. He, the descendant of the Sun Goddess, is not only worshipped and
revered; but all work is done with him as the motivating
force. We obtained a fairly good perspective of the situation
when, one day in Tokyo, upon hearing that the Holy Emperor was to pass om hotel on his way to the railroad station,
~e were grouped about the windows to witness the procession only to have the shades pulled to the sills by the maid
just before he was due to pass. The people on the streets
bowed low as he passed, and a few cast an eye 11pward, but
no one is allowed to look down on the Emperor.
To the delegates and visitors attending the Conference
on Education in T okyo, the Japanese proffered a reception
th~t was talked about for days. A lavish party in Prince
L1 s pnvate gardens was JUSt one of the unusual entertainments. Bestowing: gifts of value, such as strands of real
crystals and beautifully illustrated books about Japan to
guests, was another example of the imposing welcome given
to the delegates. As our party traveled from place to place
m Japan, we, too, were greeted with the utmost hospitality
everywhere. The most courteous foreigner must seem a little
rude to the Japanese. If it could be said that a flower
typifi_es a nation, the graceful and dainty cherry blossom
certainly symbolizes Japan's native sons and daughters.
Everyone falls in love with the country and the Japanese
people.
It· was in Mukden that we first took seriously the rumors
of ,~ar we had heard from time to time. It was impossible
to p,cture those artistic, highly polished, kimono-clad men
in homely uniforms with baggy trousers, and to think of
them as Huns of the Orient. The rumors, there, however,
took on some concrete evidence. Orders were given to all
guests in our hotel to extinguish lights or to have them all
well covered from eight to ten o'clock every night until
further notice. Sadly we faced the fact that our visit to the
Great Wall and Peiping, considered the most beautiful city
in the Orient, had to be cancelled; and we made ready to
take the train in the opposite direction to Dairen and from
there to travel, by boat, to Tsingtao and thence to Shanghai.
Here,_we found China little concerned about the war up
north- rt was another one of those incidents that would
blow over within a short time. China, now, under General
Chiang !(ai-shek and his wife, was rapidly advancing toward unity and strength.
Our young, educated guides were much interested in
knowing why there were so many divorces in America and
why there were, also, so many unmarried women. Our weak
explanation to these questions consumed the greater part
of our ~even-hour journey to Hangchow, the home of General Ka1-shek. Later, however, we insisted on Jearning more
(Concintted o n page 20)
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The luncheonetters, the dinner.eaters, and even the male
smokers clamor to hear Professor Whosit tell them about
From O11tside Jhe College ClaJJroom, ABC University personality, molecules, and homemaking- often at no detriInformation, Forty Years al the University of _XYZ, to ment to their club budgets.
thi rty-four pages of beautiful half-tones deptCtrng coed_s
The boy who received birthday cards for seventeen or
capable of winning international beauty contests- the mail eighteen years from mother or dad's alma mater may argue
is full of college and university bulletins, pamphlets, maga- that those cards have no bearing upon h is choice of a
zines, and catalogs.
college--however, he finally succumbs at the phychological
From reports on educational subjects to advice _on how moment when an admission blank is placed before him.
to stay out of war or achieve happiness in mamage the
The local newspaper editor may use only a third of the
newspapers are swamped with college publicity via the vast number of college releases that reach his desk, but it
professor-talking-to-the-P.T.A . and luncheon-club method. is seldom that a story (from a college campus) about the
From private railroad cars chartered by sports fans, busses mayor's daughter or the preacher's son will be tossed on
filled with debaters and vocalists, automobiles crowded with the rubbish heap . One university publicity director points
the college track stars, the country is overrun w ith traveling with pride to a record of 9,000 personal stories mailed to
students.
home-town newspapers in a one-year period.
From blotters announcing radio broadcasts, calendars
Education has adopted business methods.
picturing Y 011r college, to birthday cards sent to children
The manufacturer, the wholesaler, the retailer long since
of alumni, desks in commercial offices, walls in high sd1ool removed their lights from under cover. The public is instudy halls, and mail boxes in the homes of alumni are vited, even bribed, to see how bread is made.
littered with advertising ways and means.
We have at Normal a university with a history- eighty
According to W. Emerson Reck, Vice-President in Charge years of successful service--behind it.
of Research, American College Publicity Association, "eduStudents numbering 58,751 have crossed the threshold
cational institutions are spending as much as $66,000 of Old Main. Nine thousand living alumni are largely enannually for publicity, including $25,000 for salaries."
gaged in educational work throughout the world.
W hat is the reaction of the high school graduate faced
On the campus a student body of 1853 young men and
with the problem of choosing a college from those offering
women, app roximately 525 of whom will graduate in June,
pamphlets, bulletins, catalogs, and scholarships? What
are earnestly striving to give to their bodies and to their
about the fathers and mothers who attend Rotary Club and
souls "all the beauty and all the perfection of which they
Child Study luncheons? What of the consumer who receives
are capable." At the present time such an effort not only
fancy little mailing pieces from educational institutions?
includes delving into textbooks but an unlimited amount of
What does the newspaper editor buried under an avalanche .
dish-washing, clerking, painting, and scrubbing, as a means
of college publicity say'
to an end.
Colleges and universities are public institutions either
Two hundred and one Normal University staff members
supported by taxes paid by the public and doled out by the
representing some one hundred and fifty different educastate, or by direct gifts and endowments acquired through
tional colleges and universities are now guiding the destinies
the will or pocketbook method but borne in the sweat of of I. S. N. U.
somebody's brow. As such, the business of running eduWith such a history, such an alumni body, such a campus
cational institutions is everybody's business just as John group, need we be modest?
Doe's income tax report may have to pass senatorial
- G. M.H.
scrutiny.
High school seniors want a chance to study the opporTwo hundred and thirty-three members of the 1938 gradtunities offered them by institutions of higher learning. uating classes have joined the alumni association. Let us
From Mary Smith who " would like to have your representa- hope that such an excellent representation from those about
tive call" to John Brown who hitch-hikes into the dean's to leave the campus forcasts the beginning of a new era in
office hopeful of a meal job-both are scientifically investi- which all graduates will take an active part in their alma
gating the pros and cons of a college education.
mater's organization of alumni.

Education Adopts Business Methods
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University Granted New Library
by C. A. Harper

Home of the Library at l. S. N. U. from 191 J~ -·

on January
that the Normal wide leadership of I. S. N. U. Somewhere on our campus
T
School Board had requested Governor Horner to al- there should be a fitting memorial to recall to the minds of
locate $420,000 from the appropriation by the last General visitors as well as to the students and faculty of Normal
HE ANNOUNCEMENT

14

Assembly for permanent improvements in the teachers
colleges for the building and equipping of a new university
library was hailed as another definite step m the continued
progress of Illinois State Normal University. Governor
Horner has requested the Division of Architecture and
Engineering to make a survey of the situation at Normal
to determine the amount of money that will be necessary to
meet the library needs of the university. When this has
been determined, plans for the much needed structure will
be developed on a cooperative basis, and all of the faculty
will be offered opportunities for making suggestions.
This glorious news about a new library building leads
us to make a short study of the library situation as it
has developed in the history of Illinois State Normal
University.
In 1891 the legislature of Illinois made an appropriation
for a new training school building to be placed on the
Illinois State Normal University campus. The total cost o f
that building amounted to the very meager sum of $23,000.
The building was poorly constructed; and even before it
was finished, there was considerable local comment on its
cheapness of appearance as compared to the stately Old
Main. However, this building served as the crad le of Her•
bartianism in the United States. Perhaps no school building
in all America has been so closely associated with a great
progressive movement in education as the building that we
now use for a library. Next to Old Main this ugly duckling
<>f our campus is important as a monument to the nation-
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that this institution was the soul and center of the first great
wave of modern education to ,eally get into every schoolroom tn the land. And now when a proud new structure
1s about to grace our campus as the first real planned home
for our library, and our wandering books are to come into a
saf_e haven, let us forget that this b uilding was ever used as
a library. Let us forget that it was the house of bibliography
for a full generation and let us remember it as the birthplace
of H erbartianism. Perhaps we might even designate it as
McMurry Hall in honor of our famous "Frank and Charles"
of Method of !he Recitation fame.
As in the case of many libraries in our higher institutions
of learning, our own library has had a more than "Top·
syesque" history. In the early days of Normal there were
several libraries on the campus. First and foremost was the
"scientific library" which dated back to the old days when
the State Natural History Museum and Library were located
on our campus. This collection of scientific literature was
rated in the late 60's as third best west of the Allegheny
Mountains. A great deal of it was removed to SpringfielJ
and later to Urbana in the late 70's and early so's. But
what remained was shelved in at least four rooms in Old
Main. This library was the special care of Professor Forbes.
Next in importance were the literary society libraries.
These books were the special pride of W rightonia and
Ph.iladelphia and represented a wide range of titles. Many
of the literary dassics were there in cheap editions to give
their priceless inspiration to culture-hungry prairie children.
THE AJ.UMNI QUARTERLY
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Left above: Campus map showint: the position of the
proposed. new library bui lding. Left: M iss Eleanor
\V/. Welch, Head Librarian at Illinois State Normal
University. Righc: Miss An~c. V. Milner, Head
Librarian 1890-1928.

use as a training school, the old training school building
which had been erected twenty years before was left vacant.
·11,is building, with but slight remodelling, was used as a
In addition to these libraries there were a "reference library,"

library from that time to this.

an "historical library," a "circulating library," a "pedagogical library," and a "primary library." All of these arc

fronting Old Main only eighty feet from it; and a skylight
eighteen by twenty-four feet flooded the reading room with
light. "All partitions on the second floor were removed and

mentioned in various catalogs, articles, and letters, but what
they really were or how many volumes each contained the

author has not been able to find out. Each was perhaps a
few shelves of books tucked away in the back of some of
the larger classrooms.

Such was the chaotic condition of the library facilities of
the Normal University when President John Cook became
its head. With the new day in education and its accompanying emphasis upon building up an "apperceptive mass" by
wide reading, there came a strong demand for better organized libraries. Moreover, the early 90's saw a remarkable
production of books on teaching methods and was not our
institution producing some of the most sensational of these'
Hence Normal must have a real library.
In 1890 a librarian was employed and the various collections of books were assembled in one room. In I 892
President Cook reported to the Normal School Board that
" we have an admirable reference library of over 7000 volumes and 15,000 pamphle'.s. Arrangements are already
underway for fitting up a new suite of rooms consisting of

a large, well-lighted reading room, stack rooms, and librarian's office." from this time on, annual appropriations
were made to the library as a truly functional part of our
10st1tut1on.

W hen the building now called Cook H all was completed,
the library was moved to that building; and much later
when the new Thomas Metcalf building was completed for
F EBRUARY,
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A new entrance was cut

the ceiling raised three feet providing a reading roomconvenient, well lighted, airy. and beautiful." The total

cost of these improvements was only $12,000.
Our first librarian began her work in January, 1890. Her
name was Ange. Vernon Milner. Miss Milner continued
in her position until her death in January, 1928. She was
one of the finest products of the spirit of Old Normal.
She lived for the Normal University students and faculty.
She did not wait for facu lty or students to come to her, but
she went to them "so that she might lay her treasures at their
feet." She was cager to serve; no one was ever ennobled
more by the ideal of service than was Miss Milner. When
about fifteen years of age, Miss Milner attended the Bloomington High School for a few months and later spent a
year at Brookline, Massachusetts. When about twenty, she
attended the summer school of science at the Normal University when the scientific movement of the 70's was at its

height. In the early 80's, she was associated with Professor
Forbes in cataloging and classifying the collections of the
Illinois Natural History Society then kept in the Main
Building. So we sec that Miss Milner was a true product
of Old Normal.
The author of this article has often been much too bold
in making suggestions, but he re is another. Somehow in
connection with our proposed new library, the name of

Ange. Vernon Milner should undoubtedly be perpetuated.
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work was entirely in the senior school
which is housed in a separate building
from the junior school and enrolls

High School Teacher
Becomes Geography Mistress
ERVING

as an exchange teacher in the Badmin_ton School,

S
..Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, England, was the good for•
tune of Miss Margaret Means, Bloomington High School
teacher, last year.
Back on the job, teaching American children geography
and international relations, Miss Means explained, "Actually
what happened was that we-Miss Jane E. Paterson, geog•
raphy mistress at the Badminton School and I- just exchanged work for a year. Everything was arranged through
a joint committee of the American Association of University

Women and the English Speaking Union, an organization
that works for a better understanding of English speaking
people."
To a question regarding salary from a mercenary-minded
reporter, Miss Means replied that each teacher received her
own salary from the proper authorities at home while taking
the work of the other teacher abroad.
"The Badminton School," Miss Means continued, "is a
public boarding school for girls, founded in 1868. The
tuition is high; it is more like one of our best private
boarding schools. All English children start to school at
five and at the age of ten plus take an examination, the

results of which determine the plan that their later education
will follow. The Badminton School, like practically all
English schools, includes a senior and junior school. My

girls from eleven to nineteen.

"In these senior schools in England
the students carry a good many more
subjects a term than our American pu•
pils do. But they do not recite in these
subjects each day; their program is arranged more like a college program in
that the students recite two or three
times a week. The reason they carry
more subjects and carry them th.rough
year after year is that at about the age of sixteen they take
a certificate examination, an external examination set by
one of the universities-Oxford, Cambridge, or London.
During the examination period students do nothing but
write examinations for a period of about two weeks. Questions in all subjects are included; and if instruction in the
various studies were not continued, the students would not

be prepared for the examination. Those who pass the
examinations with sufficiently high grades gain matriculation at a university."
"As to my work," Miss Means explained, "I taught
geography. Naturally the textbooks were different. I used
American methods-they wanted me to as much as I could.
1 ney take their work much more in detail than we do in
this country. One of the groups I taught was preparing for
the certificate examination; and, of course, I was eager to

help the girls in that group as much as possible. I drove
about 15,000 miles in Great Britain, and the knowledge I
acquired in that way helped me very much in teaching the
geography of the region. The hours of teaching were Jess,
the classes were smaller, which meant that I had more time
to myself than when teaching here."
And to a question regarding the extra-curricular activities
of the g irls in the Badminton School, Miss Means replied,
"They do practically all of their class work in the mornings
and use the afternoons for games and for making preparation for the next day. They have teams that represent the
school, but everyone takes a more active part in various
kinds of competition than we do in the United States.
English students don't like to be onlookers; they want to
be participators, and they enjoy participating in all forms of
athletics and games and in all types of contests-drawing,
music, drama, dancing. All competitions are handled
through house groups.
" In many English schools the students live in small
houses. In Badminton the girls all live and eat together
but belong to different house groups. The headmistress
puts them in certain g roups, and they stay in those same
g roups during the entire time that they are in school. Each
group includes girls of varying ages. The advisers or
house mistresses are members of the regular teaching staff.

Each house mistress is responsible for seeing that the timetables, the money accounts, and numerous details for the
girls in her group are worked out."
"The time-tables?"
"Yes. Each girl has a daily schedule that she follows
beginning with breakfast at seven-thirty or eight, prayer at
nine, classes, break (which is simi]ar to our recess except
Miss Margaret Means
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that food is served), classes, dinner at one or one-fifteen,
games, tea, study, supper, free time, and then bed. Every
part of every girl's day is accounted for, and the half-hour
T H E ALUMNI QUARTERLY

This group of girls at the
Badminton School were in
the certificate group preparing for university examinations.

or forty-five minutes between supper and _bedtime is the
only free time she has. Even during the holida_ys the school
controls to a considerable degree what the girls do. The
headmistress requests the girls to read a cer_tain numb_er of
books and to have entries ready for certain compet1t1ons
in art, drama, or dancing, when they come back.
"Fortunately for me the vacatio_ns included one month at
Christmas, one at Easter, and two m the summer. That gave
me a chance to do some traveling at a time when few
people were touring."
"The climate, of course, was different," Miss Means
explained, "as the temperature rarely dropped below freezing, and the air was always damp. T he dass rooms were
kept at a temperature between fifry-five and fifty_-eight degrees, and, whenever possible, windows on one side of the
rooms were thrown open. The English girls, therefore, wore
heavy clothing-shoes, stockings, mitts-even m the class
rooms. Dark glasses also are often . worn in the class
rooms since window shades are not adjusted when the sun
does appear in order that the maximum use may _be made of
the sunshine. Notwithstanding the almost daily ram, m
England one takes a walk every day. Everyone loves to pick
wild flowers in the spring. The English always have fresh
flowers in their homes and school rooms.
"As might be expected in a school where the students
come from every part of the British Isles, Holland, Germany, France, Malta, Spain, Aden, Kenya, Ind1a, and New
Zealand the Badminton School is well-known for its stress
on a br~ad international viewpoint. For instance, on the
board of governors are Gilbert Murray and Viscount Cecil
of Chelwood, two of the great leaders in peace movements
of Europe. The staff too represents a number of countries
- New Zealand, France, Germany, Sweden, the United
States, and all parts of the British Isles."
.. As to the vocations followed by former students of the
Badminton School," Miss Means said, "they go into all
types of work_ The g irls are encouraged to stay in the
senior school for at least one and, if possible, two years
after they have taken the certificate examination; then when
they go to college, they finish in three years. Many have
interesting careers as lawyers, doctors, teachers, actresses,
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personnel directors, and social service workers."
And to the question so frequently asked of those returning from another country as to the d1ffe~ence between 1_n.
habitants of another land and the United States, MISS
Means stated that it is amazing the sacrifices that parents in
England make to send their boys a~~ g irls to what they
consider to be the proper schools. . _Our system of free,
public education does not make sun dar demands m the
United States. And that IS one reason why the students m
England take their work much more seriously. They know
when they are at school what is expected of them, and they
apply themselves to their studies more closely than many
of our young people.
"All Englishmen have the greatest respect for law and
order. They are not as hig h-strung as we Americans are.
Yet they are just as sincere and genuine and friendly as
can be. The youngsters are very wholesome. They can sit
down and enjoy a conservation and do not have to be
entertained constantly. They are extremely courteous and
considerate of one another. I was always surprised to see
the way in which the older girls treated the y_ounger ones.
The English think the Americans are soph1st1cated and
artificial. Underneath I found the Amencan and English
girls to be very much alike.
"Perhaps, our American youngsters are a little more
original- a little more interesting to teach. I certainly agree
with the American plan of education, but there are a great
many places where we could improve by following the
English practices; and I am sure that they could benefit
from many of ours.
"Go back' Yes, 1 should love to go back!"

COMMENCEMENT

JUNE 6
Class Reunions
Alumni Luncheon
Graduates of 1888, 1898, 1908, 1913, 1918, 1928,
1933 hold reunions this year.
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Congrai:ulai:ions i:o The Videi:i:e
( Continued from page 13)
Old Normal. Mr. Deweese died in 1926,
and the fami ly have made Bloom ington
their home since that time .

two years as supervising principa l over all
the elementary schools. Married my
..steady flame" ( Lorena Hillmer) in 1923.

-Glenn 0 . DeAtley

- Myrtle Root DeWeesc

Wood River, IJlinois

Bloomington, Jllino is

1
l9l5 io:!:::d t~a\::~t ~e;~as ed!to~ ~1
0

0

T H E VIDETTE. I am not sure that I

made such a reputation as ed itor that
others have found it difficult to keep the
pace which I set. I do remember that before I took over the responsibility of get•
ting the paper ou t it had been the habit of
that publication to wander out almost
any time of the week that suited it to
emerge. There was never an issue that
came out late during the time I was
edi tor. Others may have equaled that
record, but it is safe to say that none surpassed it.
What am I doing now? For the past
eighteen year s I have been teaching in the
Englewood High School in Chicago. For
several years 1 have been teaching United
States history to the scnfor classes.
- TI1ornas J. W ilson
6541 Kimbark Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

1917

Here's hoping THE VIDEn·E

keeps the spirit and freedom during the next fifty years that it has had
during th e past fifty-particularly back in
1917 before some of us departed for
France to suppress war and establish democracy on its present firm footing. Greetings to all the old subscribers!

- Harry

J. Owens

Advertising and
Editorial Consultant
R. R. D onne lley
& Sons Company
Chicago, lllino is

1921 Two of the happiest years of my
life-those spent in THE VIDETTE office in the Old Castle, under the
shadow o f the tower of Old Main. It has
always been a great satisfaction to me
that one of the planks of THE VIDETTE
platform o f 1921-1922 was realized-the
establishment o f a department of jo urnalism and printing to supervise the publication of the paper and to offer students a
chance to h ave training in these branches.
Four things which stand out in my mind,
as an editor, wc:re the sponsorship, through
THE VIDETT E, of the Progressive Party;
an ed itorial criticising the Fell Hall girls
for inviting too many Wesleyan fellows
to their winter term dance (what a commotion it caused) ; publicizing the first
Homecoming; a nd, th e only second sum•
mer term Vidette. To an activity of the
Progressive Party (the student placemen t
committee) 1 owe my present position.
Fellow conspirators in this activity were
Lester Grimm, John W . Graham, and Ed
Radley.
I have been in Wood River since leav.
ing Normal in 1922, first as principal of
the junior high school, and for the past
20

1923

As I recall, the success of THE
VIDETTE for the year 1923·1924,
during which time I had the good fortune
of acting as its editor, was not due so
much to the efforts of the ed itor as to the
loyalty and cooperation of his staff and
the untiring assistanct: of Mr. Burner, its
publisher. My sincere greetings to them

all.
for the past nine years 1 have been engaged in the ;active practice of law with
the firm of,(:;attcll and Waldron, the latter
of whorn Is 'Carl A . Waldron, an alumnus
o f Illinois State Normal University. Our
01fi.ces are located in the Harris Trust and
Savings Bank Building, Chicago.
Congratulil'tions and best wishes to THE
VIDE'1 TE and its present editor.
- W . Scott McOowell
Chicago, Jllinois

192 3

~bE~~1 w:~i~◊::h~r ,/!2r~,1:

sons why l became a newspaperman in•
stead of a teacher, and frankly J'm g lad
it turned out that way. 1 came to Portland
in 1926 and have been o n the staff of

TH E O'REGONIAN, the .Pacific North•
west's leading newspaper, for eleven and
one-half years. At present I am marine
editor. T his matter of meeting the ships
that come and go and chronicling the
commerce of the region has been going on
for nearly five years and is a very pleasant
occupation despite waterfront stri kes and
angry mobs.
1 married a former Kansas gid, Edna
M. Mars, have a sun, a home, a car, a
goldfish, a photographic darkroom where
l carry on a hobby that helps pay the
b ills. Normalites are always welcome to
ca ll when they pay a visit to the Rose
City and (let's get trite ) God's Country.
- Lawrence Barber
6422 North Kerby Avenue
Portland, Oregon

1924

Editor of THE VIDETTE, 1924·

1925. Married my assistant edi tor
in 1927. Live in one of Chicago's suburbs,
Glen Ellyn. Head o f English department,
Glenbar<l Township High School for the
last seven years.

THE VIDETTE
Cardinal Hera ld of Campus thou ght
Be sounding board for truth,
Instruct, reflect,
Report, d irect,
Record gay hours of youth.
Let every page with trumpet note

Reecho field and hall
With friendly word
Offense u nheard
With tolerance for a ll.
- H en ry J . Firley
Glen Ellyn. Illinois

1925

Perhaps to some persons the ed-

itorship of THE VIDETTE would
have been a misfortune, but I can feel
otherwise. I feel that the work made my
sophomore year at Normal the happiest of
the four.
I taught for nine years but quit because
of poor healt h. I am now employed in
the elevator business at Lowpoint and am
enjoying it very much.
May I add my best wishes for the paper
on its anniversary and the hope that THE
VIDETTE may continue to be a factor
for the good of the school.

- J. Donald Bohyer

Lowpoint, Illinois

1926

Greet ings to the alumni and especially to the loyal staff who helped
so ably with the 1926·1927 Vidette. After
three years of teaching at Sherid an, Illinois, I joined the I. S. N. U. crowd at
Cleveland, Ohio, where 1 am in charge
of instrumental music in Rawlings Junior
High School.
- Ralph A . Carter
2091 Carabel A venue
Lakewood, Ohio

1927 During the year 1927-1928 I had
the good fortune to have been
editor of THE VIDETTE. I enjoyed this
position very much because of my contacts
with the faculty members and students. I
know THE VIDETTE has made tremendous strides forward during the past, and
I sincerely hope that it may continue to
mirror the splendid work done at the
university.
Pe rso nally, I feel that Illinois State
Normal University is one o f the finest
schools, fro m every standpoint, in the
country; and I believe that our alumni
should ever be ready to encourage superior students to attend our univers ity.
- M . S. Monson
Superintendent of Schools
Chebanse, Il linois

1928

_For the past month I have. been

10strnct10g recreation superi ntendents and supervisors in the field of rec•
reation administration.
In these days of "professional over•
load," it is hard to say much of encouragement to professional people. All around
1 see people trained to give service, yet
deprived of the opportunity to do so. The
teach er or educator who participates in
community services over and above mere
teaching routines seems to be the one who
is in demand today. This nation of ours
should employ one hundred thousand recreation leaders in the next five years.
Next September 1 shall go to New York
University as a faculty member in the
newly created unit for recreation training.
- Howard L. White
Works Progress Admin istration
2220 Merchandise Mart
Chicago, Illinois
T H E ALUMNI QUARTERI. Y

1929

Nothing connected with my student days at Normal arouses such
vivid memories as the word V idette. Other
alumni who have worked on the staff will
bear me out, I :11n sure, in the feeling
that college days were far richer through
the opportunity to be so at the heart of
things. My best wishes to all of them.
At present, 1 am entering the thesis
stage of work tow~rd a_iPh.D. d~gr~e in
Eng lish at the University of M1ch1gan;
and that, together with my part ti me job
as assistant to the director of the H opwood awards in creative writing here,
keeps me busy.
- K atharine C. Turner
1020 S. Un ivers ity
Ann Arbor, Mich igan

1931

Each cla~• I feel more grateful that
1 am an alumnus of Illinois State
Normal University. Th is feeling grows
with the recognition of Normal in her
various fields from day to day, from the
traditions which the school has built, and
from the university's grow th as well as
from its fine faculty, student b ody, and
alumni organ izations.
1 am at present teaching vo<:ational agcultu re in the Wethersfield H igh School,
Kewanee, Illinois, where 1 have been
during the past three years. I have been
working on a master's degree at Iowa
State College, Ames, Iowa. I am married
to a former I. S. N. U. student, Marion
Arnold, and have;\ daughter, Patricia, one
ye.tr old .
- Marvi n J. N icol
6 t 2 S. Main Street
Kewanee, Illinois

1932

I am in my third year with radio

station W JBC in the capaci ty of
news and sports announcer. I am handling eight ne wscasts a day in addition to
sports and other feature programs.
To alumni who are within a radius of
~ft~ to seventy-five miles of Normal, 1
10v1te you to keep in touch with State
Normal'~ athletic doings by tun ing in to
my even ing broadcast at 6: 15. I should be
interested in hearing from any alumni

T he uni versity library does not
have on file the first three vollimes of THE VIDETTE. Since
lile identity of the first three
editors is shrouded in mystery,
it was impossible to secure letters
from them.
Correct addresses for Carl W.
Smith ( 1916) and Louise Carson
( 1914) were not available.
Eleven editors did not respond
to the invitation to w rite letters
extended by the Quar'ieily sta,ff.

Included in the list' of Vidette
editors who have died are':

J. J. Sheppard

1891

F red D. Barber 1893

J.

A. Strong 1894

) . Carl Stine 1899
Frank ). George 1900
Bertha Denning 1902
Inez Hedden 1908
Fred H . Cox 1911

who wou ld care to write, especially those
who arc in coaching work.
I am still sin.gle-a triAe heavier-and
still very much State Normal minded.
- Camp bell "Stretch" Miller
1304 S. University St.
Normal, Illinois

1933 Congratul,ttions on the 1937•1938
V idette and Quarterly-both arc
truly .fine publications this year. No longer
a Vidette. editor, l am realizi ng that
housekeeping and a young son arc just as
much the Great Career as newspaper work
could ever be!
- Kath leen Spencer H ess
Momence, Illinois
1935

In ITI)' job as assistant city editor
of THE DAILY PANTAGRAPH
l find news of happenings in education
especia lly i nteresting. 1 have noticed t he
growing emphasis pla<:e<l upon character
education. I hope this means schools are
encouraging intellectual honesty as well
as the return-the-lady's-change variety.
Surely both teachers and journalists could
profit by a turn in this direction.
As the yea rs pass, I am increasingly
proud of having attended 1. S. N. U.

-Charles Lane
THE D AILY PANTAGRA,PH
Bloomington, Jllinois

1937 So I .im the editor o f the fiftieth
volume of THE VI D ETTE ! lf it
is possible to feel both honored and
frigh tened at the same time, then that
is the way I feet. To do j ust ice to the
standards set up by the many fine ed itors
who have preceded me is a prob lem which
might keep me a.wake
nights- if J were not so
busy working on the paper.
However. I have an e x<:ellent staff; and we a re
alread y making plans for
a big anniversary issue. It
should appear toward the
end of April. We hope
you like it!
- B ctt)' Marti n

~ rofc~sor F.. R. Joh nson
1s V 1deue !l;J)Onsor this
)'ear.
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Directory of Alumni
•
1n Administ:rat:ive Work
HE following Normal alumni arc engaged in administrative
work in Illinois~ accordin{! to the Illinois School Directory
for 1937-1938.
Any corrections or additions to this list will be appreciated
by Miss Flora P. Dod~c. Illinois State Normal University.

T

ALBANY- Supt. C. F. Sheets
ALLENTOWN- Willard 0 . Unsil·kcr, Prin. E\cmcntaq• Sdwol
ALTON- Miss Helen A. Mack, Prin. of lincoln School
AMBOY- Robert Rcinboth, Prin. of Central School
ANCHOR- M iss Lucy H . Spires, P rin. Elementary School
Theo. L. Abell, Prin. High School
ANTIOCH- L. 0. Bright, ,Prin. High School
ARMINGTON- Albert Hanes, Prin. High School
ASHKUM-Supt. Glenn E. Raymond
ASSUMPTION- C. G. Wysong, Prin. Elementary School
Elmer C. Coatney, Prin. High School
ATHENS-Lloyd E. Roth, Prin. Elementary School
BELLEVILLE-Supt. H. V. Calhoun
A. F. Petty, Prio. of Franklin School
Miss Marie Schade, Prin. of Henry 'Raab School
BELLWOOD-Supt. M. E. Hattenhaur
A. H. Conger, Prin. of Grant School
W . R. Dunk, ,Prin. of Wilson School
BELVIDERE- Supt. R. E. Garrett
BEN LO- Frank A. Bertetti_, Prin. High School
BERWYN- Supt. W illiam H awkes
Iva J. Crisp, Prin. of Lincoln Jr. H. S.
BIG ROCK- Supt. Wayne T. Branom
BLOOMINGTON- M iss Leilah Emerson, Prin. of Jefferson
School
Miss Mary Henderson, Prin. of Raymond School
Miss Marie Summers. Prin. of Sheridan School
John Robinson, Prin. of Washington School
BLUE ISLAND- H . A. Perrin, Supt. Elementaq• Schools
BOODY- Lewis Winegarner, Prin. High School
BROOK,PORT- Supt C. H . Ammon
BUDA- Vern Petty, Prin. Elementary School
BUREAU- Supt . Cecil Sharpe
BU REAU (Cons.) P.O. Princeton-Supt. Herbett Baker
BURLINGTON- A. W. Mead, Prin. High School
BUTLER- Supt. Ralph W. Fromknecht
CABl!RY-Supt. Paul J . Koors
CANTON- Oliver L. Rapp, Prin. HiJ,;h School
Harold D. Swartzbaugh, Prin. Jr. H. S.
CANTRALL-Supt. Chandler Brown
CARROLLTON-Supt A. A. Hanson
CEDAR POINT- M iss Mar)' Michalov, Jlrin. Ekmcnt.:tr}' School
CHAMPAIGN- Supt. V. L. Nickell
- Miss Mary Shroyer, Prin. of Lincoln School
CHANNAHON-Supt. Emory M. Akeman
C H ATHAM- \'-Qilliam L. Sabine, Prin. Elementary School
CHEBANSE-Supt. M. S. Monson
CHENEYVIL1.E- M iss Al<la H uffman. Prin. Elementary School
CHICAGO-Elzy F. Downey, Prin. of Calumet High School
M iss Clara M. Pcnstone, Prin. of Coonley School
Lewis M. Carpenter, Prin. of Field School
Daniel Hannon, ,Prin. of Hanson Park School
Roy F. Webster, Pri n. of Moos Schon!
Arthur 0. Rape, Prin. of Sayre School
CHICAGO RIDGE- Miss Kathq•n Twoh~)', Prin. Elcmc:ntary
School
CHILLICOTHE- W. S. Adams, Prin. High School
C ICERO- H . :E. Musick> Prin. of Burnham School
CISCO- Supt. Frank Wrench
CLINTON-Eddie Antons, Prin. of Webster SchoCII
COLLINSVILLE-Mrs. Frances Gaskill, Prin. of Jefferson School
Harold W. Thomas, Prin. of Lincoln School
D. K. Darl ing, Prin. of Webster School
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COOKSVI LLE- Clayton 0. W intersteen, Prin. Elementary
School
CORNELL- Clarence Loud erback, Prin. Elementary School
r!l ESCENT CITY - Supt. Lloyd E. Brown
OANA- Gor<lham Isham, Prin. Elementary School
DANVERS-Supt. George L. Clinebell
DANV IL LE-Supt. C. E. Vance
DAVIS- Supt. W . R. Brach
DECATUR- W. M. StaC)', Prin. of (l'nt<:nnial J r. H. S.
G. E. Nit'hols, Prin. of Jo hn's Hill Jr. H. S.
C. W. Smith, Prin. of Durfee School
Miss Jane McMi llan, Prin. of Gastnrnn School
M iss J ennie WeJls, Prin. of O g lesby School
Miss Maude E. Vigles, Prin. of Pugh School
Miss Mary Margaret Roach, ,Prin. of Roach School
Miss Mattie Waddington, Prin. o f Washington School
DELAND-M. J . Romine, Prin. High School
DIXON-Owen Hubbell, Prin. of Central School
DOLTON-William Reaugh, Prin. of Lincoln School
DUNLAP- M. H . H uffman, Prin. High School
DUPO- £. F. Schmefael, Prin. Elementary School
EASTON-Emmett Wacaser, Prin. High School
EAST .PEORIA- P. L. Bolin, Supt. Elementary Schools
B. R. Moor.e , Pein. High School
EAST PLEASANT HILL-Clarence Lindsa)•, Prin. Elementary
School
EDINBURG- Supt. H.J. Se>•bold
ELGIN- Merrill R. Stephan, J>rin. High School
ELLSWORTH- Miss Helen L. Tobin, Prin. Elementary School
EL PASO- K. A. LaRochelle, Prin. of Jeffe rson Park School
George Graack, Prin. of McKinley School
ELWOOD-Supt. Luther G. Blatt
FAIRLAN D- Miss Rose Conn, ,Prin. Elementary School
FLANAGAN- Supt. Claude Pampel
FLAT 'ROCK- Robert Ullom, Prin. High School
FULTON- Supt. E. E. Liljequist
GEORGETOWN- Glenn A. Deland, Prin. High School
GLEN ELLYN- S. A. Denison, Supt. Elementary Schools
GRAITON- Supt. P. P. Downey
GRANITE CITY- A. M. W ilson, Supt. Elcment;lry Schools
GRANVI U.E- Roy Pyatt, Prin. High School
GRAYS LAK E- Carl Baylor, Prin. Elementary School
GRIDLEY- Supt. Charles K. Watkins
HARDING P.O. Earlville-Supt. C. A. Markman
HARR ISBURG- Chas. R. Webb~ Prin. of Lincoln School
HARVEL- George Wilson, Prin. High School
HEN NE PIN- Supt. Wade L. Eberly
HEYWO'RTH- Harris Dean, Prin. High School
HIGHLAND- Miss Lillian Wenger, Prin. Elc.-ment.ny School
HI LLSBOR0- 0 . R. Nettleship, Prin. of Jr. H . S.
~OPEDALE- H. Burton CarJQck, Prin. High School
HUDSON- M iss Wilha Finley, Prin. Elementary School
JOLIET- Miss Marcita Halkyard, Ass't. Supervisor of Elementary Schools
Miss Margaret Bnlton, Prin. of North Hickory Street
School
Hcnr)' Sehmann, ,Prin. of 0. A. Marsha ll Elementary
School
KAMPSVILLE-Supt. L. V. Kinser
K ANKAKEE- M iss Marie L. Carson, Prin. of Central School
KENNEY- J . E. Covey, Prin. Elementary School
KEWANEE- A. W . Bole1•, Prin. of Central School
Kl LBOURNE- L. W . Frandsen, Prin. Elementary School
KINSMAN- Supt. Raymond Mulera
I.ACON- Supt. 0 . C. Echols
LAMOI !.LE- Supt. Leon Beecher
LANCASTER- Supt. Orley E. G ray
LA ROSE- Miss Edna Schumacher, Prin. Elementary School
LATHAM- G. Ernest Smith. Prin. High School
LAWNDALE-Miss Nell ie B. Lindsey, Prin. Elementary School
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LAWRENCEVlLLE- John 0 . Price, Prin. of Lincoln School
Hugh Pinks taff, Prin. of New Central School
LEE CENTER- Supt. T. L. T raughber
LENZBURG-Supt. John Molles
LIBERTYVI LLE- H. E. Undcrbrink, Prin. High School
LI NCOLN- Miss Clara Schum, Prin . of Central School
William Vehrs, Prin. of Mon roe School
LITERBE'RRY- Bradford Stewart, P rin . .Elementa ry School
LITT LE YORK- Supc. George E. Benjamin
LOCKPORT- James J. M onge, Prin. of Chaney School
LONDON M l LLS- Supt. J ohn E. Greyer
LONG POINT- C. R. Re~nolds, ,P,in. High School
MC LEAN- Gordon S. Hirst, Prin. Elementary School
MEADOWS-Miss Ruth Moh[, Prin. Elementa ry School
Ml LFORD- Vernon L. Plumme[, P[in. Hig h School
J,.<IINIER-S. E. Stivers, Prin. Elementary School
T. C. Hostettler, Prin. High School
MINOOKA- Supt. W a[[en D. Kuste[
MORRIS-Miss Dorothy Groves, Prin. of Garfield School
l\1tORTO N- Wa[d Grundy, Pri n. Elementary School
MT. OLIVE- John K. Price, Prin. High School
MOWEAQU A- Sup,. J. Guy McClure
N EW LENOX- James G. Gurley. Prin. Elementary School
NORTH C HICAGO- Miss Opal Neal, Prin. of Lindberg School
OAK PARK- Miss Esther B. Foster, Prin. of Horace Mann
School
OGLESBY- Supt. J. R. Evans
Miss Kate White, Prin. of W ashington School
OLNEY- Eldon Judy, Prin. of North Elementary School
PANA-Russell Dieterich, Prin. of Washington School
PATIERSON- Supt. lester Atteberry
.PAYSON- Supt. Z. H . Dodand
PEARL- G. W. Franklin, Prin. Hi gh School
PECATONICA- Supt. R. l. Bradley
PEK IN- R. V . Lindsey, Prin. High School
Mrs. Agnes Siebens, P rin. of Washington Jr. H . S.
Miss Nina G. Hammer, Pri n. of McKinley School
PEORIA-Forrest l. Cockrell, Prin. of Longfellow School
PEORIA HEIGHTS-C. W. Chism, Prin. Elementary School
,PERRY-Supt. Paul G. Norsworthy
PERU- Paul L. Bone, Prin. of Central School
PINHOOK P.O. Sumner- Glen Fiscus, Prin. Elementary School
PLANO- Supt. P. H. Miller
PLATTVILLE ,P.O. Yo,kville-Supt. M. 0 . Anderson
PLEASANT VALLEY- M iss Dorothy L. Lasko, Prin. Elementary School
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P LYMOUTH- Supt. Olen l. Smith
RA NSOM- Supt. Clifford Wilcox
REDDICK-Miss Violet Shimin, Prin. Elementary School
•RJVERDALE (Bowen) P.O. Chicago-Virgil 0. Petty, Prin.
Elementa ry School
'ROCK ISLAND- Owen B. Wright, Prin. High School
ROLLO .P.O. Earl ville-Supt. Earl G. Hom
ROUND LAKE-R. S. Ellis, Pein. Elementary School
ROXANA- Willard W ayne Hall, Prin. of Burbank School
RUTLAND- Supt. Raymond Fricke
SA LIS BURY P.O. Pleasant Plains-Supt. G. Earl Cain
SAYBROOK- W . Harold Martin, Prin. High School
SCALES MOUND- Supt. Raymond F. Hoke
SCHI LLER PARK-Carl Firley, Prin. Elementary School
S H ERIDA N- Sup:. G. H. Reynolds
SHI·RLEY- Mrs. F.mma S. Blackman, P rin. Elementary School
SPRI NGDALE- Miss Eunice Mize, Prin. Elementary School
$ PRI NGF IE LD- Supt. R. E. Fildes
William A. Miller, Prin. of Butler School
Bruce E. \Vheeler, Prin. of Con verse School
STAN FORD- Miss Ilcrcha J. Kauffman, Prin. Elementary School
STEGER- Supt. James f:. Patton
Miss A liff Garvey, Prin. Elementary School
STOCKTON-Supt. H. P. Claus
STREATOR- Miss Nellie Baird, ,Prin. of Jefferson School
TAYLORVILLE- G. W. Wilcockson, Supt. Elementa ry Schools
TINLEY PARK- Glenn L. Clinebell, Prin. Elementa ry School
TR EMO NT- Charles Alexander, Prin. Elementary School
TRENTON- Supt. John H . Glaeser
VE'RONA- Miss Geraldine Coveny, Prin. Elementary School
WALTONV ILLE- Lyman Talbert, P ri n. High School
W APELLA- F.verett Ryan, Pein. Elementary School
A. W. Dickey, Prin. High School
WELDON- Ernest Dickey, Prin. H igh School
W ELJ.INGTON- H. Edmund Pratt, Prin. Elementary School
WESTERVELT- Harold Jones, Prin. High School
W EST FRANKFORT- S. B. Sullivan, Prin. Hi~h School
WEST SALEM- Walter B ratsche. Prin. H igh School
WOOD RIVER- G. A. Smith, Supt. Elementary Schools
Glenn O. DcAt!ey, Supervising Principal W ood Rivcc
Elementary Schools
Orville 0. Brunjes, Prin. of Wood Ri ver School
WOODHULL- Supt. Donald E. Deyo
WOODLAND- Supt. J. Benj. Walrich
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County Clubs Arrange Meetings
The Illinois State Normal University Club of
W ill County enjoyed a
dinner meeting Monday, November l S, in the Ottawa
Street M. E. Church, Jol iet, Illinois.
Mrs. Stella Henderson and Mrs. Gertrude M. Hall from
Normal University gave short talks. Music was furnished
by the I. S. N. U. Male Quartette. The main speaker of the
evening was Professor Charles E. Decker of the I. S. N. U.
faculty. Professor Decker presented an interesting and instrurtive talk, "Nova Scotia, the Land of Evangeline,"
which was illustrated with slides.
In the election of ofTtcers the following were chosen for
positions: Miss Mae Leach, Farragut School, Joliet, president; Miss Hilda Christiansen, Elwood, vice-president; Miss
Louise Sullivan, Washington School, Joliet, secretary-treasurer; Mrs. E. C. Henschen, 134 Willow Avenue, Joliet, and
Paul Mapes, A. 0. Marshall School, Joliet, executive board
members.
Past officers are: Mrs. Elmer Geissler, president; Frank
Oneal, vice-president; Miss Margaret Hayden, secretarytreasurer; Miss Louise Sullivan and Luther Blatt, executivi;"
board members.
- Louise Sullivan ( diploma 1934 )

Will County Club Hears
Nova Scotia Talk

Fifth I. S. N . U. Club
H Id F II M .

Kankakee County friends and
alumni of Illinois State NorO S a
eetmg ma! University enjoyed a second annual dinner on Tuesday evening, November 16,
1937, in the gold room of the Kankakee Hotel.
Mrs. Anna Merle Robertson Smith, in her characteristic,
vivacious, yet charming manner, presided as toastmistress
and welcomed the seven university staff members, three
students, forty friends and alumni of Old Normal.
Miss Margaret Nelson, Elwood Wheeler, Edward Boon,
students in the Normal music department, entertained with
several selections. Dr. Chris A. D e Young of the education
department; D r. L. W. Miller of the biology department;
Miss Mary E. Duell of the home economics department;
l\1iss Hubcrta Clemans, sixth grade critic teacher; and Miss
Thelma Force of the education department gave brief, D11t
inspirational, messages.
Dr. F. W. H ibler, Associate Professor of Psychology.
gave the address of the evening, "Modern Viewpoints of
Hypnotism." He presented the historical background cf
hypnotism, some of its misconceptions, its true phenomena,
and declared its rightful use to be a laboratory technique.
The I. S. N . U. Club is deeply appreciative of the faculty
support and the many courtesies extended. Local alumni
pledt~e that during the ensuing year they shall not fail
their Alma Mater.
Miss Mary Louise Allen of the local departmental faculty arranged the menu and table decorations of autum,1
fruits and foliage. Miss Helen Shuman, of the local high
school and chairman of last year's organization committe~.
expressed her appreciation to the committee in charge of
the evening's activities: Mrs. Thornas Baird, Miss Velma
Pottenger, Miss Beatrice Pottenger, Mrs. Opal Terry, Miss
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Vera Baker, Mrs. Anna Merle Smith, and Miss Mary Louise
Allen.
The group expressed sincere regret at the retirement of
Mrs. Thomas Baird as secretary and treasurer and trusted
that care and rest might soon restore her health and rr akc
it possible for her to renew activities with the club.
Mrs. Gertrude M. Hall urged a closer contact bet<1een
friends and alumni, referred to alumni conferences where
delegates might meet, and encouraged membership ties in
the general alumni association.
A unanimous ballot was cast for the following membe;s
of the executive committee for the coming year: president,
Miss Mary Louise Allen; vice-president, Miss Vera Baker,
and secretary-treasurer, Miss Irene M. Porter.
- Irene M. Porter (diploma 1930), Secreta1y

Kane County Alumni A new I. S. N. U. Club was
. .
formed in Au rora, Illinois, on
Form O rga01zat1on November 18, 1937. About
fifty attended the organization dinner meeting.
M r. Harold Meyer of the West High School, Aurora,
had charge of the meeting. He introduced President Fairchild of Normal University who spoke about some of the
activities of the university. Mrs. Gertrude M. Hall, Director of Alumni Activities, told about the distribution of
alumni clubs throughout the state. Mr. Jacob Alshuler, .,
member of the State Normal School Board, spoke of his
work on the board. Musical numbers were given by the
Holtz twins and Miss Louise Goble, students at Norms!
University.
Officers elected were Wayne Branon, Big Rock, president;
Mrs. Paul Smith, Aurora, secretary; and Mrs. Ray Grant,
Aurora, treasurer.
Everyone enjoyed the meeting and expressed the hope
that there would be more alumni meetings in the future.
-Eleanor H ungar (diploma l926)

Alumni in Champaign

On Tuesday evening, Derember 7, alumni an~
friends of I. S. N. U. attended the dinner given in the University Place Christian
Church, Urbana, Illinois, for the purpose of organizing 1n
I. S. N. U. Club for Champaign County.
D r. C. G. Appelle of Champaign, alumnus of Normal
University, acted as toastmaster. The p rogram included
group singing led by Richard Noble; vocal solos by Ellen
Cox and Walter Mullen, students at Normal, accompanid
at the piano by Beatrice Griffin; and tap dancing by junior
high school pupils.
Responses were given by guests from Normal, namely,
Professor J. W . Carrington, Miss Ruth Z immerman, Miss
Elsie Brenneman, D r. Rose Pa rker, Miss Frances Conkey,
and William McKnight. Mrs. Gertrude Hall and Mr.
William Small gave inspirational talks on the organization
of the various alumni clubs.
The address of the evening was given by President R.
W. Fairchild who related interesting facts about Illinois
State Normal University.

.
co unty O rgamze
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Upon the suggestion of the nom i_nating c_ommittee, th:
following officers were elected: president, Richard Noble,
vice-president, Marjorie Mayne; secretary, Dorothy Johnson· treasurer, Ralph A. Sh ick.
.
. .
The credit for the successful pla?ning of this organ12at1on
meeting is attributed to the committee which was composed
of Garnet Carder, Florence DiGuisto, Mary Shroyer, Vtrginia Webber, Donald Adams, and Donald Imhoff.
- Dorothy Johnson ( degree 1937), Secretary

. County Club
V emu.110n
Meets in Danville

The Vermilion County
I.
N. U. Club held i:s
third meeting at the GrierL incoln Hotel in Danville on Thursday evening, D_ecember
9 . There were forty-seven former studen ts and friends 0f
Old Normal present. After the d inner, which was served
at six-thirty, President Robert _Duncan announced the following program, w htCh was enJoyed by all: .
Group Singing
Ht11I Alma Mater
Selections
I. S. N. U. Male Quartettc
Identification of Guests
Selections
.
I. S. N. U. Male Quartette
Greetings from Our County Superintendent.
.
.
Mr. L. A . Tuggle
P resenting the Speaker-City Superintendent C. E. Vance
"Some Travel Observations in Europe"Dean H. H. Schroeder
News from the Campus
President R. W. Fairchild
Greetings from the Alumni AssociationPresident William Small
Group Singing
Normal Loyalty
Guests from Normal besides those appearing on the
program were Professor Floyd T. Goodier, Professor Clarence Orr, Professor Richard G. Browne, Miss Elsie B renneman, and Mrs. Gertrude M . Hall.
- Ruth Flynn ( degree 1934)

s.

About forty were in attendPiatt County Club
ance at the second meeting of
Meets at Monticello the Piatt County I. S. N. U.
Club held in the Lincoln School recreation room at Monticello on Friday, November 9, at six -thirty o'clock.
The principal speaker was Professor John W . Carrington
of Normal University. Guest speakers included Professor
Charles E. Decker, Miss Neva McDavitt, and Mrs. Gertrude
M. H all. Halbert Tate, p resident of the club, presided.

Music was furnished by musicians from Normal.
- E. Venemore Bell (diploma 1932), Secretary

La Salle County Group
T he following account
Views Geography Pictures apl'ea red rn the Streator
Dady T1111e1-Preu on
D ecember 3, 1937 :
LESLIE HOLMES, NORMAL, SHOWS TOUR PICTURES
President Fairchild Speaks Briefly on Studies
Offered at School
Leslie A. Holmes, assistant professor of geography
at Illinois State Normal University, Normal, took the
banqueters attending the La Salle County I. S. N . U.
dub. banquet, in the M. E. church in this city, last
c:cnmg on a delightful 6,800 mile tour, via motion
pictures. The pictures were taken on the 1937 Red Bird
Tou r through eastern North America, known as "The
Cla.s s on Wheels," sponsored by the university, and of
which Mr. H olmes is the instructor.
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President R. \V/. Fairchild, of Normal, was also a
guest and gave a short talk, as did Professor Arthur
R. Williams, in charge of county contact work. Others
from. the university in attendance, introduced by President Fair<.·hild, were Miss Elsie Brenneman, registrar;
Mrs. Gertrude Manchcstet Hall, organi:ter of alumni
dubs and publicity chairman; Miss Katherine Thielen,
instructor in physical education; and Miss Gladys Wigg ins, biology and science instructor.
Lyle Yeck, elementary school instructor, was elected
president to succeed Mrs. Donald Crihficld, who resigned. J. R. Evans of Oglesby, is vice-president; and
Marr Bear, Peru, is sccrccary-trcasurer.
Miss Nellie Baird, tca<:hcr in the Jefferson s(.·hool,
led in 1.:ommunity singing, and then sang two pretty
vocal numbers, "Sunshine of Your Smile" and ''Smilin
Through," Miss Julia Elvin accompanying her at the
piano. Lyle Yeck presented two very fine violin numbers, Miss Grace Wright acting as his accompanist.

Normal Group Meets
in St. Petersburg, Florida

I n St. Petersburg, Florida, on February 8 seventeen persons (ten real
Normalites, four husbands, and three guests) formed a
Normal Club. Guests were Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bach
and Miss Erma Means of B loomington.
Mr. Bach, until recently a member of the State Normal
School Board, gave t he group up-to-date information con cerning the university.
It was a great reunion- some had not seen each other
since leaving Normal. All were enthusiastic over t he meeting, and it was unanimously voted to hold such a gathering
annually.- Jessie Peasley Scott (diploma 1892)

A School Teacher Visits the Orient
( Continued from page 14)

of the life of the people of China; and as we climbed the
365 steps to Sun-Yat Sen 's memorial in Nanking, we learned
that the Chinese women are completely emancipated and
as free to pursue their inclinations as we American women,
except for the privilege of obtaining d ivorces. But the men
do not have that right either, for there are no d ivorces in
China.
The Chinese worship in many different ways, but they all
possess an inborn respect and tendency toward Confucian ism. It has bred, some say indifference and ignorance toward political and economic problems at home. And, upon
first sight, China does arouse in the visitor actual d igust.
One finds himself thinking what a boon it would be if
J apan would invade th is country and clean it up a litt le.
Poverty faces one on all sides. There is, of course, poverty
in Japan; but it is kept hidden as much as possible.
But, after just a short time, that attitude of indifference
combined with the high intelligen ce that she possesses wins
for China a profound admiration and an enviable reputation
for serenity and patience. There is, all at once, a resentment
against Japan and the incidents which she uses for the purpose of establishing herself as the Great Empire of the East.
As we boarded the last boat out of Shanghai before the
bombings started there, we tried to imagine China under
Japan·s puppet rulers- industrial and market-snatching with
all benefits therefrom to Japan. Those rare characteristics
of real China will have to be searched for in the out-of-the
way places.
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CTQumni CVI.uwl.>. Cxch.anqu
Mrs. Francis A . Brode ( Adella M. 0 .
Hanna) , who was a member of the
Normal University faculty from 1886
until 1894 writes from Los Angeles, Cal•
ifornia, that her married life of fortythree years has been a happy one. Mrs.

Brode is the mother of three children.
Her younger d al!ghter teaches in the Los
Angeles H igh Schoo l ; her elder daugh ter
is married, and her son is a student ;'Ind
teacher of the Chines.c language.

Miss Emma F. H arpstrite

(diplo'ma

1896) is living in New Braunfels, Texas.

Warren H ale R ishel (diploma 1897}
who has recently passed his eighty-second
milestone, writes from San Bernardino,
California, "Long life to I. S. N. U."
Mrs. Harry L. Flem ing
( Florence
Sample, diploma 1900) was named chair-

man for the President's Birthday 8,111
given by Mc Lean Coun1y in Bloomington.

Fro m China on D ecember 7 came a
cable to C.:u rdcll Hull, Secretary of St,tte,
from Miss Minnie Vautrin (diploma 1907)
who is st ill in Nanking, where she is
dean o f Ginling Co llege. '"Emc·rgenq
committee consisting o f business man:tge r,
superintendent of dormitories anti myself
ha vc vol untcc rcd to carry on. Now preparing building for ne ig hborhood women
and child ren refugees. Reminder that no
news is good news."' According to word
received by friends in Nor mal remaining
also in China arc Dr. and Mrs. Alex M.
Cunningham, former Illinois State Normal
University students, who have been missionaries there since 1893.
In attendance at 1he meet ings of the

Life in Curacao
When cruising in the Caribbean
Sea and embarking at Curacao,
Dutch West Indies, Normal University alumni are invited to take a
stroll down the H errenstraat and to
stop in at No. 5. Owner of this
general merchandise store is M . L.
A ltneu, who specializes in oriental
goods imported from China and
Japan. Mrs. A ltneu will be remembered as Dora Lutz (degree 1933 ) .
When on a two weeks' visit in
the States during December, Mrs.
Altneu spent a short time on the
campus and gave a hurried account
of life in Curacao, a city with a
population of 50,000, located on
a small island in the Caribbean Sea,
one hundred miles from Venezuela.
September and October are the
hottest months in Curacao, according
to Mrs. A ltneu, but one becomes
accustomed to the heat and remains
under cover during the middle of
the day. The trade winds cool the
island; the average temperature is
about eighty degrees.
Located at Cu racao is a large oil
refinery. No manufacturing or farming is engaged in on the island ;
but since Curacao is a free port,
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tourists like to shop there; and
trading has become a major industry.
Modem houses similar to Amer•
ican homes are found in Curacao;
most of the older homes are of
Dutch arch itecture, while one.room
thatched huts of stone and wood,
in which the native ncgroes of
mixed Spanish and Indian blood
live, are not uncommon.
Schools, both public and private
under government
supervision,
offer education through the ninth
or tenth grades. Dutch, the official
language; Spanish, the family language; and Eng lish, the commercial language, are all taught ; and
French also is offered in some cases.
Many children of wealthy families
receive college educations in Europe
and the United States.
Especially hard for an American
woman to understand are the restric•
tions p laced on the members of her
own sex, fo.- Curacao is a city where
women yet do not have the right to
vote, where they must be well-chaperoned in public, and are still today
largely ornamental. But stated M rs.
Altneu, " Life in Curacao is different
and fascinating."

National Council of Geograph)' Teachers
and Association o f American Geographers
and the sessions of the n:ttional geography
fraternity, Gamma Theta U psilon, held
in Ann Arbor, }v(ichig ,rn, were many
N ormal alumni including Dr. H . H arrison
Russell ( degree 1920), D r. TI1omas Barton
(degree 1930), R ussell Pack ard (diploma
1919), M iss Mabel Crompton (degree
1922), Miss Neva McDavitt (degree
1925), Dr. Georg,e P rimmer (degree
1921), Dr. Floyd Cunni ngham (degree
1926), Leland Clover (degree 1935) , Miss
Ma r)' Smart (degree 1925), and Dr. Har r)'
Lathrop (degree 1914) .
D r. Russell is na tion.ti president of
Gamma Theta Upsilon and Dr. Lathrop
is the reti ring treasu rer of the loan fund.
Dr. Cunn ingham is secretary of the Na•
tional Co uncil; Dr. Barton appeared on
the progrnms o f both o rgan izations; Dr.
Lathro p, on the progra m o f the National
Council. One o f the maps presente<l be.
fore the Association of American Geogra•
phe rs was prepared by M r. Clover, who
is now a graduate student at Ohio State
University.
Miss H elen P ringle (diplom• 1918).
who is te.tch ing in Daven port, Iowa, and
Dr. Kenneth Pringle (diploma l92ii) of
the Kent University faculty spent the
Ch ristmas hol idays at the h ome of their
1>arcnts in Normal.
1Present at a luncheo n meeting held in
Chicago on Janu:lr}' 15 were the fol lo ·w ing
Chicago :1.lumni of Normal University who
are making p lans for the spring dinner
of the Chicago I. S. N. U. Club: Miss
Rebecca Sp ringstrun (diploma 1923) of
Oak Park, Miss D orrell K iJ<luff (deg ree
193 1) of Berwyn, Miss Imogene Norton
(diploma 1926) of Chicago Heights, Miss
Amelia Hirschi (degree 1936) of Cicero,
Miss Ru th Brown (degree 1935) of Cicero,
Miss Candace Bnlly (diploma 1925) of
Chica.go, and Miss Ethel M. Dole (diploma
1904) of Chicago.
Miss Bessie H ibarger (degree 1926),
a former critic teacher at Illinois State
Normal U niversit)', is now located in
Weslaco, Texas, and writes an interest ing
account to friends of the celebration of
the e ig hteenth b i rthday of that city. M iss
Hib::tr1;cr a<lds that she wishes fiower
lovers of her home coinmunit)• cou ld witness the beaut~• of the flowe r show in
Weslaco.
Mrs. Ellen T . Hamblin ( dc·,grec 1926)
writes that since retiring frorn active te:tchini serv ice in 1935 at the age of seventy
she is now keeping house for her forni ly
of four. M rs. Hamblin is living in Grand
Rapids, Michig an.
Reuben S. Ebert (degree 1927), member
of the State Teachers College faculty at
THE A LUMNI QUARTERLY

Buffalo, New York, expresses the hope
that "everything is running smoothly at
I. S. N. U."
Mrs. Althea Mitchell LoAand (diploma
1927) writes that she and her husband
recently returned to the United States
after several years spent in Peru and that
they arc now residing in Medford, Oregon.
Mrs. Edith Robinson Hutton (degree
1927), Atlanta, Illinois, writes that she
enjoys every issue of the Quarterly.
Harold Dorland (deg ree 1929), who is
sup<:rintendent vf schools at Payson, JI.
linois, has been informed that the Payson
schools have been selected as a modd
for the school system of the Province of
N<:w Brunswick, Canada, by the director
of educational service in the province.
Miss Dorothy Ellis (192 7-1930) is dircc•
tor of child welfare in Allen Parish,
Louisiana. Miss Ellis received an M.A.
Degree from Louisiana State University
in 1932 and a Ph.B. degree from the Uni.
versity of Chicago in 1931. Her address
is Oakdale, Louisiana.
Russell Becker (1929-1930) visited the
campus on December 8. Mr. Becker is
district superintendent for the Sugar Creek
Creamery, Danville, Illinois.
Miss Loretta Hendrix (diploma 1930),
teacher in the Longfellow School, Oak
Park, Illinois, has been granted a leave of
absence for the second semester and leaves
soon on a Mediterranean cruise.
Miss Beatrice Terry (degree 1930),
after teaching several years in a high
school at Lima, Peru, is now working for
a master's degree in ,geography at the
Un iversity of Chicago.
Thomas M. Barger, Jr. (degree 1932)
has opened a law office in Nonna!. Since
his grad uation from the Northwestern
University College of Law, Mr. Barger
has been associated with the Thomas B.
Hough Jaw firm in Chicago.
Miss Naomi Murphy (degree 1932),
who is teaching home economics in the
Galva High School, is the author of an
article, "A Home Making Teacher Faces
the New Year," published in the January
number of the Journal of the Illinois
Vocational Association. ,Professor Kenyon
S. Fletcher of Normal University is now
.tcting as editor of the Journal.
Miss Helen Campbell (degree 1931),
who received her master's «.icgrec from the
University of Texas last August, is teaching in Taylor, Texas.
Charles Marsh (degree 1934) is teaching
again this year in the Todd School for
Boys at Woodstock, Illinois.
Miss Verna Freemore (degree 1935) is
employed by Gimbel Brother's, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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Milton Dunk (degree 1936) is teaching
agriculture in the 1filledgeville High
School, Milledgeville, lllinois.
Miss Audrey 1110mpson (degree 1937)
is teaching in the clcmcnt:lry school at
Princeton, Jllinois.
M iss Mary Verna Brock (degree 1937)
of Hammond, Illinois; Miss Mary Louise
Barger (degree 1937) of Morrison, JI.
linois; Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Harrison
(Timothy Harrison- degree 1937 ; Dolores
Cunningham- -d egree 1937) of Riverton,
Illinois; Miss Dais)' Thompson («.legree
1932 ) of Decatur, Illinois; ?i.·! iss Bett}'
VanKirk (degree 1936) of Rutland, Illinois; Miss Lois Tate (diploma 1936)
and Miss Nellie Baird (diploma 1937) of
Streator, Illinois-were all recent visitors
on the C:lmpus.
Of nineteen teams recently entered in
the McLean Count)' B:lsketball Tournament at the McCormick Gymnasium, n111e
were coached by I. S. N. U. alumni.
Theodore L. Abell (degree 1931) coached
the Anchor High School team; Carl l.
Wheelock (1937) was coach of the Arrowsmith team; Roy Hovious (diploma 1930),
of Ben funk; Kenton Kendall (degree
1931), of Carlock; Horace Hanes (degree

1937), of Colfax; George Clinebell (diploma 1925), of Danvers; WilHam Staack
(degree 193)) , of Downs; Lloyd Fricke
(degree 1933), of Heyworth; Roland Zook
(degree 1932), of Stanford.
Among I. S. N. U. alumni in atten•
dance .lt the convention of the National
Commercial Teachers Federation in Chicago during the Christmas holidays were
Hobert Romack (degree 1935), John Langston (degree 1935), Robcrc H. Evans
(degree 1933), Frank Crosby (degree
1936), Raymond Quinlan (degree 1931),
Charles Perry (deg ree 1921 ), Miss Clare
Louis (degree 1935), Miss CharJotte
School (<legree 1932), Miss Ruth Powless
degree 1936), Miss Grace Spears (degree
193)), Miss Gladys Winchell (degree
193)), Miss Lillian Murray (1932-1934) ,
Henr>• Rickert· (degree 1930 ), Miss Mary
Ferro (degree 1934), Miss Eva Berg
degree 1935), Miss D orothy J ohnson
(degree 1937), and Miss Ethel Smith
(1918-1920). With the exception of J ohn
Langston, who is associated in business
with the Gregg Publishing Company, all
are teachers. Miss Alta Day and Professor A. R. W illiams of the I. S. N. U.
faculty also attended the meeting.

Marriages
Clara Barc11J ( 1922-1924) to 1.

J. Barclay. At home McLean, Illinois.
Marjorie Steingoe/le,· ( I 9261928) to William Eugene Pharis.
At home Belleville, Illinois.
L. Dale Etter ( degree 1934) to
Mary Lane Stanton. At home 1302
Connecticut Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.
Lo11i,e F11lton (degree 1930) to
George Veatch. At home Wilmington, Illinois.
Ro,alJ•n Shell (diploma 1927) to
Robert O Berensmeir. At home
Richmond Center, Wisconsin.
Roger Kelly (degree 1933) to
Ruth A. Long. At home 202 Wood
Street, U rbana, Illinois.
Dorolhy Mindmp (1932-1934 )
to f ohn Sheahan (degree 1936). At
home Neponset, Illinois.
Cleva R;11h ParriJh ( degree
1933) to Joseph Lawrence Mazur.
At home 4658 North Milwaukee
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
L11ci/Je Lowry (degree 1930) to
Anton Kresl. At home Toluca,
Illinois.

Loi, Keppler (diploma 1934) to
J. N. Sikes. At home Grayslake,
Illinois.
Mar/ha Moore ( degree 1934 ) to
Royal Rutherford. At home Springfield, Colorado.
Lola Morgan (diploma 1934) to
Wesley Swan. At home 1633 Washington Avenue, Alton, Illinois.
Gilbert IV. Franklin (deg ree
1935 ) to Alice M. McLaughlin. At
home Pearl, Illinois.
Alma Ka11fman (diploma 1935)
to Orin Richoz. At home Onarga,
Illinois.
Phy/Ji, Long ( diploma 1935 ) to
Orville R. Longhoff. At home 2735
North Meridian, Indianapolis, Indiana.
Hazel Mae Hazzard ( diploma
1936) to Everton D11nk ( degree

1936). At home Normal, Illinois.
Evelyn RailJback (degree 1936)
to Robert K oehler (degree 1937 ).
At home Monroe, North Carolina.
Lt!vem ChriJtemen ( class of
1938) to Dorothy Fedderson. At
home Bloomington, Illinois.
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Graduates of Early Classes

Class of 1870

J

MY

FIRST school after graduating at
Norma l was a country school near
Bloomington, Illinois. After a few months
I was offered a place as teacher in a new
State Normal School to be opened in
28

Class of 1873

T HEEdwards family? Yes, they are still

Greet Alumni

AM pleased to say to my fellow alumni
that 1 am still alive and deeply interested in the wodd' s affairs in general and
in the old l. S. N . U. in particular.
A touch of paralysis a few years ago
unfitted me for work of any kind, but
with that excep tion my eigh ty-sixth year
of life finds me in excellent health.
In looking back over the four years of
school life spent at Normal, it may not
be out of place to speak of my sense ~of
gratitude to the people of Normal and
Bloomington for educational and cultural
opportunities w h ich were not included in
the curricula of the school. . . . The
habits of thought, the tastes .lnd ideals
developed in the classroom work and
associations of school life were happily
supplemented by outside influences.
In recent years I have chosen to live in
the country. I have identified myself with
agricultural interests and studied agricultural problems. I have learned that in the
feeding of farm animals it is of paramount importance to give them a properly
balanced ration.
I have also been an observer of boys
and g irls, who attend the public schools,
and am profoundly impressed by the fact
that they too need a well balanced ration
for both body and mind. Are they getting
it?
What did the Illinois State Normal
Un iversity do for me! Without hesitation,
I reply, the instruction and training received there were, next to the influences
of my boyhood home, the most potent and
benehcient of all my life experiences.
The decade ending in 1870 was a reriod
of intense though t and action, o high
moral purpose. The first faculty of our
Normal School were products of that
period. The st udents of that time, if they
could speak to us, would testify that it
was a full mind indeed that did not respond to the fervor of D r. Edwards and
his associates. And I am sure that if
there is anything worth while to be placed
to my credi t, impulses leading up to it
may be traced back to the school life at
Normal.
- J ohn H . Parr
Z;Lchary, Louisiana

age I see and hear of the great educational
work my alma mater has accomplished.
May God continue to bless her!
- Adella Nance Shilton
Kewanee, Illinois

Mississippi. Samuel Garman, one of my
own classmates in the Illinois State Nor•
mal School, ·was the principal. I was re•
leased from my country school and went
to Mississippi. Soon after the school was
in good running order, Mr. Garman announced that he was going north to teach
in a school there and advised me to apply
for the principalship that he was leaving.
I did so, and wit h the aid of two teachers
from the North carried on the school for
four years. Then I graduated the first
class and resigned to be married. J have
not taught since except in my kindergarten
at home.
I may add that my husband was Levi T.
Regan, also a graduate of the Illinois State
Normal University. After we were ma rried, he was principal in turn of three
different schools in Chicago, spending fifty
years in them and retiring at the age of
eigh ty-three. He died in 1933.
..- Margaret Hunter Regan
519 W. 66th Street
Chicago, Illinois

J

HAVE been trying to get my foding
memory to bring to my mind anything
of importance that may have happened
during the nine or ten years that I had
intimate knowledge of the I. S. N. U.
I do remember the prodigious growth
of the institutio n 1.iuring the presidency
of m}' father. l do recall the coming of
Mr. William L. Pillsbury as principal of
the newly created high school department,
then located in the northwest corner of the
old building on the first floor.
I also recall the occasion when J>rofessor Edwin C. Hewett, who taught the
class in astronomy in the Normal Departmen t, invited us all to go out on the roof
to view the approaching total eclipse of
the sun, which was a great treat to us all.
- R. A. Edwards
50 North Hood Street
Peru, Indiana

J ENTERED

Illinois St:ttc Normal University in 1867 graduating in 1870. I
began teaching that fall. After .'!bout
three years I had nervous prostration and
was obliged to resign.
In a few years I married and have sent
five bright, healthy children into the busy
world.
Now at nearly eighty-seven years of

on deck. T he outstanding character•
istics are multitude and longevity.
Of the eleven child ren of Richard Edwards nine :tre still extant. The grand•
children and great grandchildren I have
not lately counted, but they arc alumni
of other institutions.
Five of us are beyond the age of ci.g hty ~
none of us, invalids. Walter A. Edwards
wi ll soon catch up with us. He ret ires on
a pension this year from active work in
the LosAngeles Classical High School. He
is the only one who has made teach ing
his life work, although all but one of
us have taught.
The one who never taught is George H .
Edwards, a wholesale manufacturer of
jewelry in Kansas City, at one time a reform mayor of Kansas City.
George with his eldest brother, Arthur,
has awarded the Edwards medal each year
si nce our father's death in 1908.
-Ellen S. Edwards
Normal, I llinois

Class of 1874
ANUARY 7, 1938 was my eighty-th ird
birthday. Last year I retired as assistant
in the public library. A friend who is
blind is my companion in my home. I
still drive my car in good weather. I
spend much time listening to the radio
and reading. My health is good.
When I was a student at Normal, 18711874, one building housed all the activities of the university. Dr. Richard Edwards
was president, and each morning he con•
ducted devotional exercises during assembly. His Scripture readings were chiefly
from the Psalms, which he read most im•
prcssively. Professor John W . Cook, who
conducted the singing, later became president of the university. No trivial excuse
was accepted for absence from assembly.
Addresses were made occasionally by dif-

J
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Te~eb~:~b:fr tt:of~~~i:.?• Ma;~c~~F,
Hewett, Stetson, Sewell, McCormick, and
Cook-all splendid noble men.
-Eunice Corwinc
115 Oglesby Avenue
Lincoln, Illinois
A FTER my graduation in 1874, I taught
one year in the Maine State Normal
School and have been living in California
ever since. I taught thirty-nine years in
this state, teaching in every grade through
the high school and acting as superintendent of schools in two cities. I left the
school business in 191~, and for three
ye:us farmed. For the past nineteen years
I have been general manager of a water
company. I am now in my eighty-eighth
year and am still active though slipping
somewhat.
I have a wife, five children, fifteen
T HE A LUMN I Q UARTERLY

grandchildren, and

three great grand•

chil~rN~rmal, our school life ~vas ha~d
work. I belonged to the tPhdade~pl~1a
Society, but outside ?f the two societies
we had no orga nizations. Indeed all the
games we played were impromptu. We
had fine teachers-only eight-but better
than a score in many schools.
- Francis W. Conrad
Bell, California

Class of 1876
AM now _.confine~ ~o my apartme?t,
and am Just fin1sh1ng my mem◊ll'S
which will soon be ready for the p ress.
- Asbury M. Crawford
BilJings, Montana

I

Class of 1877

MY
MAIN interest is in Christian
wo rk. 1 am
present residing with
;.tt

my youngest daught<:r, Ruth, in an apart•
ment building on the north side.
I ;un eighty.five years of age.
My precious husband with whom J
lived over fifty years, went to his Heavenly
Home two years ago last October and
left me very lonely; but I arn thankful
that all of my five children have been
spared to me.
There is one reminiscence of the school
that comes to my mind which J recall sent
qu ite a ripple of amusement th rough o ur
general assembly one morning. Members
of the state school board came, as was
their custom then, on an inspection tour
and remained for the assembly period.
The one who addressed us, said at the
close of his remarks, "We are o n our way
to Jacksonville."
Our immediate association with the fact
that a large number of the state's feeble•
minded population had headquarters in
that city, was the coloring factor which
brou_ght forth a peal o.f laughter fro m us,
causrng a most mystdied expression. to
appear upon the retiring speaker's coun•
tenance.
- Salina Rcga·n Hunter
Chicago, Illinois

MY
SCHOOL days at Normal arc
among my happiest memories. I used
to be sorry when Saturdays came and
there were no classes to attend.
Professor L. L. Burrington, of blessed
m~mory, was principal of the University
High School at that time; and he made
study a perfect joy to us all. President
John W. Cook came next in my estimation
and Profosso: Albert Stetson, who taught
us to appreciate the finer things in liter•
ature. My whole l ife has been enriched
by the tr_aining I had at I. S. N . U., and
I only wish that I were young enough to
go back and take the entire course over
~gain. There were twenty.seven members
in the Class of 1877. J am told that only
seven are now living.
I am very proud that I am a graduate
of so fine and outstanding a university.

- Sarah Coolidge Hoblit
Bloomington, Ulinois
FEBRUARY,
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1Jn !l.emnriam
Geo.-ge JV. Reid ( diploma 1891)
died in December, after a severe illness
of two months, in Anaheim, California.
Mr. Reid had been secretary of the
chamber of commerce at Anaheim for
the past fifteen years, and the following
tribute from the Anaheim B111/etin
indicates in what high regard Mr. Reid
was held by his fellow townsmen:
Peace and freedom from physical
anguish have come to George W.
Reid, long a devoted servant of Anaheim as a city and its merchants as
individuals.
None who had enjoyed the privilege of working with the genial
chamber of commerce secretary
watched his declining days without
a genuine sense of amazement at
his fortitude.
His complaints, if he had any,
were not voiced, even when h is step
grew uncertain and infirmity gripped
his mind. Always he was "going to
get well."
For approximately a decade and
a half George Reid was a dominant
factor in this city's development.
There is no doubt that he shortened
his span of life by the vast expenditu re of energy during the years he
directed the orange show.. ..
measured in the young lives
he influenced during his Jong experience as a school teacher before
coming to Anaheim, and in terms of
constant constructive effort he filled
well the n iche life allotted to him.
M iss Elizabeth H11111er ( diploma
1913 ) died in Springfield, Illinois, on
December 31, 1937. Death occurred
from complications resulting from a
fall on the ice received by Miss Humer
on December 14.
M iss Humer had taught school in
Springfield, Marseilles, Shelbyville, and
Colfax, Illinois, and was at the time of
her death supervisor of demonstration
in household training for the re-employment service at Carlinville, Illinois.
A letter from Mrs. Marjorie B.
Davis of Glendale, California, in November told of the death of her father,

John T. Bowles (diploma 1878).
for some years Mr. Bowles had
made his home at the California Christian Home, SanGabriel, California.

Joseph B.-ady (1933-1935) d ied at
the Pontiac Sanitarium at Pontiac, Illinois, in November 1937. Mr. Brady
had been teaching in the Ben Funk
Consolidated School at Shirley, Illinois,
but was forced to give up his work a
month prior to his death because of
illness.
Funeral services were held at Strawn,
Illinois.
Weldon Porter (high school 1892)
died at his home in Onawa, Iowa, on
January 28, after an illness of two
months.
Funeral services were held in Onawa.
The body was returned to Bloomington
for burial.
Surviving are two brothers, Walter
and William, and two sisters, Ida and
Bessie, all of Onawa.

A copy of this sonnet b y Dudley Foulke
hung in a conspidous place in the Normal library for many years.
Whatever be thy fortune or thy state
The way to high companionship is free,
Here are they all-the wise, the good,
the greatAnd their best thoughts they offer unto

thee.
How canst thou give thy life to sordid
things
While M ilton's strains in rhythmic numbers roll
Or Shakespeare probes thy heart, o r
H omer sings,
O r rapt l saiah wakes thy slumbering
soul ?
If these ··King's treasures" were scant
and rare,
How wou ldst thou yearn for all that
they contain,
But they are spread before thee free as
air,
And shall their priceless jewels shine
in vain?
The choice is thine, the fancies of a day,
Or the b right gem t hat shall endure
for aye.
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Memories""
~of Old Normal .
...;..

by Her Sons and D aughters
Miss Hartman Replies
One rainy, muddy winter, the street crossings made it
impossible for the students to always have their shoes or
rubbers presentable when coming into the halls. The faculty
bore down on them hard, urging them to make good use of
the scrapers and mats.
One morning, Professor M cCormick and M iss Hartman
and two or three other teachers arrived early in the teachers'
assembly room.
Professor McCormick, by way of pleasantry, said to Miss
Hartman, "Well, Miss Hartman, are your feet clean this
morning >"
"They ought to be I washed them last nig ht," was the
quick reply.
Professor McCormick changed the subject instantly, if
not sooner.

-W. H. R.

Pleasure and Pain
Dear Editor:
Several months ago I wrote the Alumni Quarterly a few
of the impressions some of the Normal faculty of my day
made upon me.· What was my surprise and d-e-e-elight to
see that group picture on page twenty-three of the November
Quarterly showing the very instructors I mentioned at that
time and most of their contemporaries.
Can I name the members of that faculty group? That
picture burst upon me like a joyous vision of the gods upon
Mount O lympus, seen through a rift in the golden clouds;
and I can name them all except that goddess seated at the
left of the first row, beside the diety Professor McCormick.
Great pleasure is favorable to memory, to mental acquisition, and to learning- is favorable, in short, to physiological growth in every phase. Contrarily pain- that may
result from too intense and broad activity-connected with
debts, for instance, causes forgetfulness and physiological
stunting in general, including brain stunting.
What displeasure this aforesaid goddess gave me--maybe
it was poor marks- to lead me to forget her, I do not
know. Her aspect in the picture is certainly a benign one.
The members of this faculty circle look plain, as indeed
they were plain-and does not simplicity always conjoin
with true greatness? Frivolity was not for them; but neither
was unkindly sternness. As the seeds of a philosophy of
life were being implanted in us, we all more or less enforcedly Jived the simple life, that aided to preserve in us the
proper physical relaxation for sense, life, and laughter.
We had no picture shows to divert us into morbidities.
We convived at the homelike students' clubs scattered about
the little town. Our Vidette appeared in ornamental but
30

uncolored cover; interspersions of poetry instead of pictures
appearing upon its pages. Our mental gymnastics and the
elations gotten therefrom were derived from the rival Philadelphian and W rightonian societies. And once we made a
railroad pilgrimage to the front yard of presidential candidate Harrison at Indianapolis- I still have the badge displayed on that occasion.
Then, too, there was the Ciceronian Society, composed
of a number of peppy fellows who longed to conquer any
inferiority complex they might have, or who were just
anxious to blow off steam. This society was relegated to a
subterranean den in the old university building, and from
that burrow the members emerged into the starlit darkness
of the night, relieved of tensions, confident that they emulated Cicero and Demosthenes- names sti II on people's
tongues in those days-in solving the verities of life and
aiding to make the world better in the days to come whilst
no one interfered with the freedom of their energetic
speeches dealing with problems weightier than those of the
higher-ups d isporting themselves in loftier halls.
- P.H. E.

Believe It or Not
Back in the eighties when Normal students were mischievous and Hallowe'en was a day dreaded by school
authorities, as students tripped to classes on Hallowe'en
morning, the janitor's cow mooed in the assembly room.
Black-robed University High School students awakened
the Town of Normal at midnight, Commencement eve
1895, when in front of O ld Main they burned Governor
Altgeld in effigy. The governor had approved the abolishment of the high school department of the university.
The PhiJadelphian Society hired the best voice teacher in
Bloomington one year to coach their vocal contestant for
the annual contest. The Wrightonian Society, not to be
outdone, sent their contestant to Chicago for training each
week and paid all of her expenses.
- F. G.

Discord on Willow Street
A group of us who remained in Normal for summer
work in 1916 joined forces and secured rooms in a pleasant
old house on Willow Street. One room remained available,
and this was eventually let to a youngster from Pekin, 11inois. This young man had little interest in books; but he
had a passion for all sorts of nonsense, of which the chief
was playing an ocarina, or, as we called it, a ··sweet-potato."
THE AI.UMNJ QUARTERLY

At any hour of the day or night you might expe_ct to hear
him tooting on his instrument, sometunes expe:1~entally,

often ruthlessly. One tune, When Yo11 !Vore a I 11l1f, must
have been dismembered no less than four hundred tunes m
the first week.
The everlasting wailing of the ocarina finally frayed the
nerves of both students and landlady. The tootler was
invited to depart and vanished into the_ darkness _one evening
playing his favorite air with surpmmgly dem,ve effects.
W hat was our astonishment the next day to hear the
sound of the "sweet-potato" coming down from upstairs as
before ... 11"he11 Yo11 !Vore a T11!ip, a11d I 111/ore a Big

}it~I;::;:~:'.:':;;:~:,,,.:½'.'-

Red Rose .. . 1001/e-toot-tweet-lootle-tool-/001! We looked
at each other in as_tonishment. Was the house haunted by
the confounded thmg > _The landlady's face was a picture
of harassment and susp1oon that we were harboring the

pest after she thought she had gotten rid of him.
The mystery was solved when it was discovered that the
source of the sound was not in the house, but next door.

The tootler had apparently resumed operations in a room
whose windows were scarcely a dozen feet removed from

his old lair.
"Never mind," said an optimist among the students "he

won't last long over there. A day or two of that and his
landlady wi II step to the lire place and take
clown the old coon gun."
But this prophecy was not fulfilled . The
tootling continued from dawn to dark and
111/hen Y 011 Wore a T11/ip, a11d I
after.
!Vore a Big Red Ro-ho-ho-se. Over and
over again .

. ':.::_-._,

Our landlady was wild. Her eyes took on
a g lassy look. We began to wonder whether

.~
.

reason was tottering on its throne.

"The wretch!" she moaned. "I do not
know the people next door; they have just
taken the house. But I will simply have to
speak to them."
So the good woman went, firm in her re-

Upward Climbing
Early c·vcry morning
In sunshin e or in rain
I climb three w e.try flights of stairs

To cdurnr.z my brnin.

solve to bring about some abatement of the
evil of the "sweet-potato."
After a short while the landlady returned.
She slumped into a chair. Her spine had
turned to rubber.
"Oh!" she gasped. "Oh!"
Some of us coughed encouragingly.
"I went," said the landlady. "Mrs. M. is
a very pleasant woman- very pleasant. But
she didn't know what I was talking aboutshe is stone deaf!"

Regardless of the hours
I've worked the night bdore,

Each morning with the dawnin~
You'll fi:!d me on this floor.

Thu.s. it came about that the university

Tire(! students of the past

authont,es stepped in and removed an ex-

l-lad worn the steps quite through,

crescence

But someone built them up againThcy"re 'most as good as new.

learning. The "sweet-potato" was impounded
(as an old soldier would say) "for duration."
The Tootler turned to other vices, p resumably, for the sound of his tootling was heard
on Willow Street no more.
H.J. 0.

Ti~ed s tud ents o f the present
Will wear them out again
But the brai!l is where the°inrercst lies
So what matter 'bout the pain.
'

from

the fair

countenance of

The scholars o( 1hc future
Will have a brain, no doubt,
Bui what good will ii d o them
When with climbing the)''rc: worn out.

D ickie Templeton's Toast

Though I grow ()Id and foeble
And weak of limb nnd brain
r.11. still remember climbing

At the alumni banquet in 1899, Dickie
Templeton, then a bank cashier in Blooming-

:o

1 hire! floor of "Dear Oki Main."'
- M .M.

ton, was toastmaster. He, with many other
alumni, was sorrowful because Dr. Hewett
was leaving.

As President Templeton greeted the alumni, he said, "The faculty are all coming back
except such as the hand of God and the
foot of the Board of Education have removed."

W. H. .R
FEBRUARY, 1938
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Alumni Cont:ribut:ors

• • •

CONTRIBUTING !'ACTORS IN T H E
PROGRESS OF I. S. N. U.

A SCHOOL TEACHER
VISITS T H E ORIENT

Presiden t R. W. Fa irchild who h as d irected
the profrcss of Normal Un iversity for four and
onc-hal ye;irs needs no introduction. Through
hi s visi ts and t:'tlks with alumni, as w ell as
throug h o ther Quarterly ar ticles, the pres ident
ha s nwdc a wide circle o f al umni friends.

Miss Ma.rgarct K. Peters, Instructo r in Commerce in N ormal Un iversity, joined a g ro up o f
Un i versity of Washin,gton students in J\1nc 1937
and spent th e sum mer traveling in the Orient.
Th is article by Miss. Pe ters telling of her expe rience is ~Ill o utgrowth of ta lh nw dc bc:fore
)-t udent assembly groups.

T HE Pl.ACE OF T HE l.lBRARY
IN THE N EW EDUCATION
Dr. Wi ll iam S. Gr:1 y (diploma 1910 ) wa s
seventh grade crit ic tt:;1cher and princip:tl of the
Thomas lvlctcalf Training School from 1910
until 19 12.
Since leaving Normal D r. G ray has been .tt
the Unive rsity of Chicago. Professor of education and executive secretary of the Universit)•
Committee on th e Preparatio n of T eachers at
the present time, Dr. Gray has mad e· an extens ive stud y of reading and school librari<:s.

ON THE IMPROVEMENT 0 1'
LATIN INSTRUC"T ION
Mi ss Kathe rin e C. Carver, Assistant J>rofessor
of Latin, has been guid ing Norma l students
a long the Via La tina since 1922 working with
both university and high school stude nts.
Miss Carver's thorough u nderstanding o f clas•
sical s ubjects and her i nterest in the m ma ke her
an authority on Latin instruction.

SOM E SUGGESTIONS !'OR INITIATING
A GUIDANCE PROGRAM
Dr. Victor .M . H o uston, Associate Professor
of Education, ca me to Normal in 1936 from the
staff of T eachers College, Columbia Un iversity.
While principal o f the Junior Hig h School,
J\fanhattan, Kansas, Dr. H ouston directed the
revision of the curriculum and the ex tra-curr icular activity program of that schoo l.

UN IVERSITY GRANTED
NEW LIBRARY
P rofesso r Cha rlt-s A. H arper of the Norma l
social science depart ment was more or less u notlici,1lly designated historian at I. S. N. U. when
he became author of Development of the Teache rs CoJlef.te in the Un ited States in 1933. This
volume tel ls in detail the story of Norma l Un iversity.
To such an historian, the Qu.-irtc·rly staff turns
for ;i few reminiscent 1wtes when a new library
is being pbn1H:d.

HIGH SCHOOL T EACH ER
BECOM ES GEOGRAPHY MISTRESS
Miss Ma rgaret Means' article is also an o utgrowth of talk s made about her experiences in
a fo reign land.
A graduate of l. S. N. U. in 1925, Miss Means
has taught geography in the Bloomington H igh
School for about ten years.

MEMORIES OF
0 1.1) NORMAL
In ord er to encourage futu re stories and articles by alumni under thi s capt ion, the identity
of these a lumn i contributors is w ithhe ld.

Directory of I. S. N. U. Club Officers
Champaign County
President, Richard Noble, 48 Main Street, Champaign;
Vice-President, Miss Marjorie Mayne, 720 West
Oregon, Urbana; Secretary, Miss Dorothr Johnson,
Pesotum; Treasurer, Ralph A. Shick, 107 E. Stoughton, ChampaiJ.{n.

Chicago
President, Miss Echel M. Dole. 1809 :E. 72nd Street,
Chicago; Vicc-Prcsi<lcnl, TI1omas Barger, Jr., 1342
Greenleaf Avenue, Chicago; Secretary-Treasurer,
Miss Candace Ballr, 7247 Calumet Avenue, Chicago;
Assistant Sccretar)'-Trcasurcr, Miss Amelia Hirshi,
2207 South Austin Blvd., Cicero.

Ch,·isticm County
President, G. W. Wilcockson, Memorial Junior High
School, Tarlorville; Vice-President, Mrs. Lawrence
J:. Wilson, 930 West Vine Street, Taylorville;
Secretary, Miss Mary Cothern, Washington School,
Pana ; Treasurer, DeVcrnc Dalluge, Elementary
School, TayJorvillc.

DeWitt County
President, Ernest Dickey, Weldon; Vice-President, Miss
Lela Rainey, 2191/2 South Quincy Street, Clinton;
Secretary, Mrs. Mabel Mire, 609 North Jackson
Street, Clinton; Treasurer, Mrs. William PoweJJ,
630 West Jefferson Street, Clinton.

Ford County
President, Clifford Scott, Gibson Cit)'; Vice-President,
Miss Esther Runeberg, Paxton; Senetary, Miss
Nancy Raisbeck, Melvin; Treasurer, Floyd Heavener,
Piper City.

Iroquois County
President, M. S. Monson, Superintendent of Schools,
Chebanse; Vice-President, V. L. PJununer, Milford;
Se<.·retary, Miss Barbara Turner, Watseka; Treasurer,
Miss Dorothy N ightingale, Gilrnan.

Kane County
President, Wayne T. Dranom, Aurora; Secretary, Mrs.
EsteJle Snow Smith, 620 Oak Park, Aurora ;
Treasurer, Mrs. Ray Gram, 210 Fordham, Aurora.

Kankakee County
President, Miss .Mary Lo u Allen, 64S E. Hickory,
Kankakee; Vice-President, Miss Vera Baker, 304
S. Chicago Avenue, Kankakee; Secretary~Treasurer,
1\.l iss Irene M. Porccr, 360 S. Chicago Avenue,
Kankakee.

LaSalle County
President, Lyle Yeck, Streator; Vice-President, J. R.
Evans, Oglesbr; Secretaq•-Treasurer, Miss Mary
Bea r, Peru.

Livingston County
President, Miss Mary Ellen Reece, Cornell; Vice-President, James Elbert, Cullom; Secretary-Treasurer,
Miss Inez Butz, Dwight.

Macon County
President, Miss Ruby Davis, Roach School, Decatur;
Vice-President, M iss Margare t Wekh, Dennis School,
De<.-atu r ; Secrctarr, Miss Myrtle fl)'nn, Brush College, Decatur ; Treasurer, Z. T. Birkhead, Uecatur
High School, Decatur.

Macoupin County
President, Mrs. Clara Whitfield Mason, Dunker Hill ;
Vice-President, Mrs. EJJa Iliff Badders, Carlinville;
Secretary-Treasurer, Albert Vancil, Franklin.

Madison County
President, Howard Oetting, East Alton-\X,ood River
High School, Wood River ; Vice-President, J oseph
White, Highland; Secrernr)', Mrs. l;orrest Gehrt,
Han toul; Treasurer, John Norton, CollinsviJJc.

McLean County
President, Chris Harpster, I. S. N. U.; firsc VicePrcsi<lenc, Roy E. Ramseyer, 1214 East Grove Street,
Bloomington; Second Vice-President, Miss Georgina
Beazley, Stanford; Secretary, Miss Dora Munson,
1222 East \'(/ashington, Blooming.ton; Treasurer,
Harris Dean, P rincipal o f High Sd1ool, He>•worth;
Historian, Elmer W. Cavins, I. S. N. U.

Pe01·ia County
President, Charles V. O ' Hem, 225 Hanssler Place,
Peoria ; Vice-President, .Mrs. John Payne, 714 W.
McClure, Peoria; Secretary, Miss Betty Caldwell,
401 Wisconsin, Peoria; Treasurer, Joe Johnson, 903
Peoria Life Bldg:., Peoria.

Piatt County
President, Halbert Tate, LaPlace ; Vice-President.
William Sarnp, Cerro Gordo; Second Vice-President,
\'Villis Martin, M:rnsficld; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss
E. Vcnemorc Bell, Monticello.

St. Clair County
President, Miss Nellie Leigh Nutter, 21 19 North
25th Street, East St. Louis; Vice-President, Miss Ann
Steele, 2546 Forest Place, East St. Louis; Secretary,
Merton Baltz, Millstadt; Treasurer, Gus Baltz,
Millstadt.

Sangamon County
President, \V illiarn Miller, 1811 Park Avenue, Sprinl,!ficld; Vice-Presidents, Miss Hettie Dunker, 1936 S.
Sprinl,!;, Springfield, Clarence Townsend, 216½ S.
6 th Street, Sprinl,!ficld, 111omas Kilbride, 1403 S.
2nd Street, Springfield, Chandler Brown, Cantrall,
Mrs. Elmer Spencer, 214S Bates Avenue, Springfield;
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Lois Hopwood, 229½ W.
l'1onroe, Springfield.

Tazewell County
President, Paul Bolin, Supt. of Elementary Schools,
East Peoria; Vice-President, T ony Hostenlcr,
Minier; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Verna Ziegler,
Roosevelt School, Pekin.

Vermilion County
President, Robert Duncan, 608 Sherman Street, Dan•
ville; Vice-President, E. M . Wheeler, East Lynn ;
Secretary, Miss Uolpha Parker, DanviJJe High
School, Danville; T reasurer, Ralph M-. Espy, Danville High School, Danville.

Will County
P resident, Miss Mac Leach, 1001 Vine, Joliet; VicePresident, Miss Hilda Christiansen, ElwO<.><l; Secretar)'-T reasurer, :M iss Louise Sullivan, 909 Onida
Street, Joliet; Additional members o f executive committee, Mrs. E. C. H enschen, 202 Willow Avenue,
J oliet; Paul Mapes, 426 Strong Avenue, Joliet.

Illinois State Normal University Alumni Association Officers
President--William Small, Petersburg
Vice-President--William McKnight, Normal
Secretary-Treasurer--Mrs. C. H . Adolph, Normal

